
Welcome to the Youth 
Community Access Grant 
Program Workshop

We will begin shortly

Please mute your microphone and 
turn off your video. If you have 
questions for the presenters or if 
you are having technical difficulties
please use the chat box. 



Youth Community 
Access Grant Program
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP



Agenda
Available Funding/Authority
Eligible Applicants
Eligible Projects
Funding Priorities
Application/Selection Process
Timeline



Available Funding
60% of marijuana tax is deposited into the Youth 
Education, Prevention, Early Intervention and 
Treatment Account (YEPEITA)

A portion of that is passed through the California 
Department of Healthcare Services to the California 
Natural Resources Agency

Approximately $5.7M available this funding cycle 
for the Youth Community Access Grant Program

Minimum Grant Amount: $25,000

Maximum Grant Amount: $300,000



Eligible Applicants
Local, state and federal agencies
Nonprofit organizations
Federally-recognized Native American 
tribes
Non-federally-recognized California Native 
American tribes listed on the California 
Tribal Consultation List maintained by the 
Native American Heritage Commission



Eligible Projects

This program is a competitive 
grant program to support, public 
programs, educational programs, 
job training programs, outreach 
programs and small capital asset 
projects to support youth access 
to natural or cultural resources. 



Project Requirements

1.Project must serve youth. 
2.Project must increase youth 
accessibility to natural or cultural 
resources and associated services. 
3.Project must include design features 
and program elements to promote 
youth health, safety, well-being, and 
comfort.

Youth is defined as a 
person between the 
ages of birth and 26



Project Types

Programming Activities

Capital Project Activities 
(Development and Vehicle Acquisition)

Combination Programming and Capital Project Activities



Project Examples
Programming Activities

Youth-led outdoor education 
programs
Free or reduced admission to a 
natural or cultural resource
Cultural festivals and outreach 
events for youth
Youth-led volunteer stewardship 
programs



Project Examples
Capital Project Activities 

Acquisition of clean vehicles to 
transport youth to natural and/or 
cultural resources
Create cultural installations and 
exhibitions for youth
Construct ADA improvements to 
increase youth accessibility to 
natural and/or cultural resources



Project Examples
Combination Programming 
and Capital Project Activities

Purchase a clean vehicle and 
create a program which uses that 
vehicle to transport youth to a 
nearby cultural resource
Build a garden space and create a 
hands-on program that teaches 
youth how to grow and prepare 
healthy foods



Ineligible Project Examples

Projects that do not serve youth
Projects that are not tied to 
providing access to natural and 
cultural resources
Development projects where the 
applicant cannot satisfactorily gain 
permission to develop/maintain 
the site 
Fundraising activities



Project Examples

Didn’t see your project in 
the project examples?

Call or email us and tell 
us what you are thinking.



Funding Priorities

1.Projects that feature youth-led 
opportunities
2.Projects that propose resource 
awareness campaigns featuring 
youth and using youth vernacular

3.Projects that empower youth to 
make healthy choices

Youth-led means projects in 
which youth are a participant in 
the planning, decision making, 
facilitation, and evaluation



Underserved and Low Income Communities
Underserved communities means
◦communities of color
◦ American Indian/Alaskan Native
◦ African American
◦ Asian-Pacific Islander
◦ Latinx

◦vulnerable populations
◦ foster and transition age youth
◦ LGBTQIA youth
◦ youth with disabilities
◦ youth involved in the juvenile or 

criminal justice system
◦ other youth populations 

disproportionately affected by past 
state and federal drug policies. 



Underserved and Low Income Communities

Low income means an annual 
median household income less 
than 80 percent of the statewide 
average



Underserved and Low-Income Communities

Must be “Located Within” and 
“Provide Benefits To” the selected 
communities

Minimum of 90 percent of all grant 
funding will go to projects located 
within and providing benefits to 
underserved and low-income 
communities

Underserved 
Community

Low Income 
Communities

Program 80% or more of 
participants or main 
intended audience are 
people of color or part 
of a vulnerable 
population.

Program: 80% or 
more of 
participants live 
“in the shaded 
area”.

Capital 80% or more of main 
group of intended 
users  are people of 
color or part of a 
vulnerable population. 
Provides direct 
benefits to these 
individuals.

80% or more of 
the physical 
project is “in the 
shaded area”. 
Provides direct 
benefits to this 
low-income 
community.



Additional Evaluation Criteria

Project Readiness 

Organizational Capacity and Collaboration 

Additional Project Characteristics



Other Funding Considerations
Geographic distribution of 
funds 
Comply with all labor codes
Comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) 
Provide public access



Application and Selection Process

Funding Awards to Most Competitive Projects

Step Three: Supporting Documentation

Step Two: Field Inspection

Step One: Project Proposal 



Step 1
Proposal submitted online through the System for Online 
Application Review (SOAR)

Create user account (new users only)

Select RFP (Youth Community Access Grant Program)

Fill out information and upload required documents

Submit



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review

COMPATIBLE NOT COMPATIBLE



Step 1
Project Summary
Project Questions
Required Documents

DUE IN SOAR 
SEPTEMBER 16TH

AT 5:00PM



Project Question Categories

Scoring Criteria Points
Underserved Communities 30
Requirements and Project Need 0-25
Funding Priorities 0-15
Project Readiness 0-15
Organizational Capacity and Collaboration 0-10
Additional Project Characteristics 0-5

Total Points Possible 100



Proposal Form Signature Page 
Fill out information in 
SOAR

Print out from SOAR using 
the Preview/Submit 
button

Have authorized 
representative sign

Upload signed document 
back in to SOAR as an 
attachment



Cost 
Estimate 
Show overall 
project and clearly 
identify which 
items the grant 
funds would pay 
for.
Include funding 
acknowledgement.



Non-Profit Questionnaire 

General information
Cash management
Payroll
Property management
Compliance



Supporting Documentation 

Up to eight pages of
Brochures
Curriculum samples
Draft workplans
Photographs
Marketing materials
Other

Programming 
Projects Only



Location Map and Site Plan Capital 
Development 
Projects Only



Photographs
Provide up to five (5) 
labeled color photographs 
of different views of the 
project reflecting current 
conditions

Capital 
Projects 
Only



Step 2: 
Field Inspection



Step 3: Supporting Documentation

If invited back 
submit the 
following in 
SOAR



All Projects Types
Signed Authorized Resolution 
or Certification 
Eligibility for Nonprofit 
Applicants 
Timeline



Program Projects

Work Plan - List goals 
objectives, benchmarks, 
evaluation, timeframe, 
resources, and who is 
responsible for tasks

Programming 
Projects Only



Capital Projects

Environmental Compliance 
Plant Palette 
Property Data Sheet 
Assessor’s Parcel Map 
Proof of Ownership 
Adequate Site Control/Land Tenure 
Operation and Maintenance 
Project Permit Approval Status 

Capital 
Development 
Projects Only



Anticipated Timeline

Technical Assistance Workshops August 2020
Step 1: Project Proposal Deadline September 16th at 5:00pm
Step 2: Field Inspections February – March 2021
Step 3: Supporting Documentation April – May 2021
Grant Awards Announced June 2021
Projects Completed Spring 2024



Additional Funding Opportunities

California Museum Grant 
Program
Environmental 
Enhancement and 
Mitigation

Grants.ca.gov



Questions?
Contact us:
bondsandgrants@resources.ca.gov
(916) 653-2812

Check out our website:
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/youth
SOAR Questions:
soar.admin@resources.ca.gov
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