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July 28. 2022

Wade Crowfoot
California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
wade.crowfoot@,resources.ca.gov
Re:

Executive Order N-7-22: Request for Proposed Water Conservation Activities
to be Conducted Under Suspension

Dear Secretary Crowfoot:
North Yuba Water District (District) hereby respectfully requests suspension of Public
Resources Code, Division 13, and related regulations (CEQA) for the Forbestown Ditch
Piping Project (Project) pursuant to Executive Order N-7-22. North Yuba Water District is a
County Water District located in Yuba and Butte Counties that provides domestic water
service to approximately 2,300 individuals in Brownsville, Challenge, Forbestown, and
Rackerby, all of which are designated severely disadvantaged communities. The District also
serves irrigation customers when feasible to do so. The District has been unable to maintain a
reliable water supply and meet water demands during the current and prior droughts. The
primary factor affecting our water supply challenges is the Upper Forbestown Ditch (Ditch), a
10-mile long earthen ditch that is the District's primary water conveyance. To conserve
water, prevent waste, protect water quality and enable irrigation water deliveries during
drought conditions, the District proposes to implement the Project, which involves installing a
42 inch-diameter HDPE pipe within the Ditch.
A. The Project is Necessary to Address the Impacts of the Current and Future Droughts
The Project is necessary both to address the impacts of current and future droughts and
to increase efficiency in the District’s water delivery system for future droughts. The District
operates the Ditch to convey water diverted from the Feather River under its own water rights,
and also to convey water on behalf of South Feather Water and Power Agency (SFWPA),
pursuant to an operational agreement. Between 35% and 80% of flows through the
Forbestown Ditch are lost to evapotranspiration and leakage.1 As a result of these losses, in
dry and critically diy years, including nine of the past 10 years, the District has been unable to
supply any irrigation water to users in the southerly portion of the District, or has had to
curtail deliveries mid-season. Installation of a pipe would eliminate these losses and ensure a
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dependable supply of water for our domestic customers and irrigation contractors,
maximizing the efficient and beneficial use of the District's water and preserving critical
supplies. The Project is included in the Butte County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan as the
District's top priority project to mitigate Drought and Water Shortage, which are identified as
high significance and significant severity hazards. The attached Project Description contains
further information regarding Project components and implementation.
Not only would the Project conservation savings allow the District to meet current
irrigation demands within our service area, the District also would be in a position to help
alleviate and remediate the effects of the current and future droughts beyond our boundaries,
through transfers of surplus conserved water, including to areas with groundwater recharge
projects to bank the water for future periods of scarcity. As recognized in Executive
Order N-7-22, there is a critical need for long-term efforts to adapt water delivery systems to a
changing climate, shifting precipitation patterns, and water scarcity. The Project is consistent
with these principles, as it would modernize the District’s water delivery system, conserve the
35-80% of flows that are currently lost to evapotranspiration and leakage, and thus increase
current and future reliability in times of shortage.
B. The Project Will Conserve Substantial Amounts of Water and Enable the District to
Meet Currently Unmet Demands Durii'm Dry and Critically Dry Years
By conserving substantial amounts of water, the Project will enable the District to
meet currently unmet demands during dry and critically dry years, and to fully utilize all
water available under our water right permits.
The District’s water rights and operational agreement with SFWPA authorize it to
convey up to 23,700 acre feet per year (AFY) of water through the Ditch for its own use. The
District also conveys water through the Ditch for SFWPA. Under current conditions, the
District runs up to 24 cubic feet per second (CFS) through the Ditch, for a maximum of
approximately 9,680 acre feet per year (AFY). In drought conditions, including much of the
last decade, substantially less water has been conveyed through the Ditch in any given year.
This is because conveyance system losses and lack of sufficient contributing flow from Dry
Creek make irrigation deliveries infeasible during drought conditions.
There is strong demand for irrigation water from individuals and businesses within the
District that cannot be met in most years due to the significant system losses. In water years
2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2017-2018, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022, the District was unable to
serve any water for irrigation purposes due to Ditch losses combined with the severe drought.
In six of the last 12 water years, the District was able to serve only a partial irrigation season,
with curtailments in deliveries. If the Ditch is piped, the District will have the capability to
put to beneficial use all the water permitted under our water rights, while saving over 5,600
AF per year that is currently lost, meeting all current and projected future demands within the
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District and also making water available for transfer to help mitigate drought conditions
statewide. Piping the Ditch also will address water quality problems that affect the reliability
and security of the District's domestic water supply.
The District is prepared to implement the Project promptly. We received
Proposition 1 funding from the State Water Resources Control Board to fund the design of the
Project. We have completed Project design and engineering components, and conducted a
preliminary environmental review. The Project’s water conservation benefits will begin to be
realized within two months of commencement of work.2 It takes approximately two months
to pipe each mile of the Ditch. Each mile of piped ditch results in a savings of approximately
560 acre feet per year (AFY). The savings will begin to accrue as the Ditch is piped. The
more progress that is made on piping, the greater the savings. In other words, the Project
need not be completed for conservation benefits to result.
C. The Project Would Not Jeopardize Public Health or the Environment
The suspension of CEQA for the Project would not be at the cost of public health or
environmental protection. The open, mostly unlined conveyance system is susceptible to both
natural and human-caused pollutants, such as bacteria and aluminum contamination, as well
as increased contamination resulting from nearby wildfires. Converting the conveyance
infrastructure to a pipeline would therefore benefit public health by increasing domestic water
quality.
Moreover, the District will implement avoidance and minimization measures to ensure
that there will not be significant environmental impacts, obtain all required permits and
comply with any conditions to those permits.
Finally, the Project will not affect any other legal user of water as there are no
authorized diversions along the Ditch. The Project will allow the District to put more of the
water authorized under our water rights permits to beneficial use, and will prevent the loss
and waste of water we convey on behalf of SFWPA.

2 Piping the entire ditch may require up to 750 days (at roughly 60 days per mile x the number
miles, less stoppage time). The Ditch must be dry for work to occur, and thus progress
depends on both weather and the need to pause work periodically to run water down the ditch
to the treatment plant for domestic customers. The ability to start the work depends on the
availability of contractors. I have identified a contractor who is able to start in November,
and I am looking for contractors who could commence work earlier, if the District’s request
for CEQA suspension is approved.
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D. Conclusion
The District believes the Forbestown Ditch Piping Project is an ideal candidate for the
suspension of CEQA under Executive Order N-7-22. The Project is necessary to improve
domestic and irrigation water supplies in a disadvantaged community plagued by drought and
water quality issues. 1 am available to answer any questions you or your staff may have.
Please call me at (530) 675-2567 should you wish to discuss this request. Thank you
for your consideration.
Sim
t.

Jel/rcy Majdpin
'General Manager
Attachment: Project Description
cc:

Nancy Vogel, nanev.vouel77iresources.ca.uov
Stephanie Shimazu. stenhanie.shimazirc/ resourccs.ca.uoN'
Christopher Cal fee, christopher.calfcc77 rcsourccs.ca.uov
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