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7 estake Most of California’s natural waterways like rivers, lakes, and streams are Im': inthe
Téizsgﬁ;ﬁ'fk R BERPIAS northern one-third of the state. Yet 80% of the water demand comes from the southern
two-thirds. Some communities rely on natural surface water. Others use wells or pumps
to access groundwater. Still others depend on complex water systems built during the

| VS, 20th century. These “water projects” store and transport water across the state.
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§ i i te W a’rer Project (SWP) is the largest of the projects. Over 27 million people
N M o A2 receive part of their water supply from the SWP. Most live in Southern California. Others

e YRR S live in the San Francisco Bay Area, San Joaquin Valley, or along the Central Coast. The

‘ SWP also helps to irrigate about 750,000 acres of farmland. Some project reservoirs
provide flood protection or water to generate hydroelectricity. Reservoirs also
provide recreation like boating and fishing.
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Whether natural or human-made, California’s waterways are |mporta nt.

i J‘l" grlve our ecanomy They support our Enz;‘j ronment.
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