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Re comme nd ation 6: Dro ug ht  De fin it io n  White  Pap e r 

Re cap  of Ap ril 26th conve rsation on this re comme nd ation, p e r the  Me e ting _Summary 
• Both a narrative  and  mathe matical d e finition of d roug ht may b e  ne e d e d .  

• The  te rms “wate r availab ility” and  “wate r scarcity” may b e  more  use ful than “d roug ht” whe n 
communicating  with d iffe re nt wate r use rs.  

• The  p roce ss of acknowle d g ing  curre nt d e finitions, cond ucting  a lite rature  re vie w, and  
id e ntifying  g ap s is ve ry use ful in this re comme nd ation.  

• The  me mb e rs we re  g ene rally sup p ortive  of the  re comme ndation.  

Ad d itional Ap ril 26th comme nts (sub mitte d  via the  writte n workshe e ts) 
• Ele a Be cke r-Lowe : State  Ag e ncy should  take  this on? Conne ction to  d ata/too ls 

re comme nd ation #2 on too ls/re source s/analysts. Consid e r e xisting  information first 

• Katy Land au: O the rs have  alre ad y d one  a lit re vie w of e xisting  d e finitions. Droug ht -->  wate r 
availab ility. Focus on communicating  the  d roug ht trig g e rs for action. How to  avoid  'd roug ht 
fatig ue ' p articularly in we t ye ars. Conne ct with CA Wate r Commission and  the ir d roug ht 
white  p ap e r. Save  our wate r camp aig n 

• Mate ssa Martin: Build  off of work of CA Wate r Commission's d roug ht strate g ie s. 

• Sie rra Ryan: Find  o the r d e finitions/te rms for situations like  wate r q uality challe ng e s; 
g round wate r d e cline . Can b e  use d  in lite rature  and  contracts 

• Suzanne  Pe cci: Sup p ort  

• Tim Worle y: Find ing  more  use ful te rms, such as "wate r availab ility" would  b e  a ve ry g ood  
outcome .  

• Justine  Masse y: Which lite rature  will b e  includ e d  in the  lite rature  re vie w? Should  ad d re ss 
ve rb ag e  and  math (ave rag e s); want to  avoid  g iving  a false  se nse  of se curity.  

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Water-Basics/Drought/Files/Drought-Resilience-Interagency-and-Partners-Collaborative/Meeting-Summary-4-26-2024.pdf
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Re comme nd ation 7: Co m m unica t io n  Pro g ram  

Re cap  of Ap ril 26th conve rsation on this re comme nd ation, p e r the  Me e ting  Summary 
• O ne  jurisd iction or wate r d istrict may re p ort information d iffe re ntly than the ir ne ig hb or 

across the  stre e t. Ad d re ssing  this d isp arity could  b e  challe ng ing  for the  co lor-cod e d  syste m.  

• Inte nsive  outre ach will b e  ne e d e d  for the  ad op tion of such a syste m at all le ve ls (state , 
re g ional, local, e tc.).  

• The  ave rag e  p e rson may not und e rstand  the  e xisting  tie r structure  from e stab lishe d  urb an 
wate r sup p lie rs’ wate r shortag e  conting e ncy p lans. This will he lp  stand ard ize  me ssag ing .  

• This re comme nd ation inte g rate s we ll with all the  d roug ht d e finition and  narrative  
re comme nd ations, as we ll as ind icators and  me trics.  

• To b e  succe ssful, the  communication syste m would  have  to  b e  shown continuously (similar 
to  we athe r re p orts), e ve n in non-d roug ht p e riod s, to  acclimate  all Californians.  

• Pe op le  want d ire ct communication. As we  d e ve lop  this communication syste m, we  should  
b e  sure  that the  communication is d ire ct and  communicate s how se rious the  situation is.  

• The  me mb e rs we re  g ene rally sup p ortive  of this re comme ndation.  

Ad d itional Ap ril 26th comme nts (sub mitte d  via the  writte n workshe e ts) 
• Alvar Escriva-Bou: I would  like  to  b e  involve d  in this re comme nd ation, as this is q uite  re late d  

to  re c #1 

• Ele a Be cke r-Lowe : Conne cts to  d ata/narrative s, e tc. Save  our Wate rs Camp aig n. Caution 
ag ainst d up lication; Consid e ring  cap acitie s, d oe s this ne e d  to  b e  some thing  ne w? O r 
le ve rag ing  and  stre amlining  e xisting ?  

• Katie  Rub y: Che ck out the  Bay Are a Wate r De mand  Re d uction and  Sup p ly Monitor for 
insp iration. http s:/ /b ayare are liab ility.com/sup p ly_cond itions. Consid e r fe asib le  time ste p  for 
up d ating  status. How g ranular can we  g e t? (Many ag e ncie s p lan on a monthly time ste p )  

• Katy Land au: Would n't want to  focus on d roug ht, just wate r status, to  institutionalize  
consiste nt me ssag ing . Could  have  state wid e  stand ard s, b ut me ssag ing  will b e  at the  local 
le ve l and  will b e  varie d . http s:/ /save ourwate r.com/. http s:/ /sg ma.wate r.ca.g ov/CalGWLive /.   

• Sie rra Ryan: Locally ad ap tab le  social me d ia mate rials. Work with me d ia g roup s to  share  for 
one  or more  outle ts. Make  ub iq uitous, no t only d uring  d roug ht.  

• Justine  Masse y: Ve ry re late d  to  comp one nt of Droug ht Ind icators and  Me trics 
re comme nd ation. Should  p ull in d ata from California Ground wate r Live . This is an e xciting  
time  to  b e  in wate r re source s manag e me nt, the re  are  many d ata. source s to  link tog e the r.  

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Water-Basics/Drought/Files/Drought-Resilience-Interagency-and-Partners-Collaborative/Meeting-Summary-4-26-2024.pdf
https://bayareareliability.com/supply_conditions
https://saveourwater.com/
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/CalGWLive/
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Re comme nd ation 8: Dro ug ht  Case  Stud ie s 

Re cap  of Ap ril 26th conve rsation on this re comme nd ation, p e r the  Me e ting _Summary 
• This could  b e  ve ry use ful to  show the  d iffe rence s b e twe e n p lace s like  the  Russian Rive r and  

Coache lla- b o th re p re se nt ve ry d iffe re nt e cosyste ms and  wate r ne e d s.  
• This could  b e  comb ine d  with the  Droug ht De finition White  Pap e r re comme nd ation as a 

stand alone  se ction.  
• The  case  stud ie s should  hig hlig ht b o th storie s of succe ss and  p ote ntial major 

conce rns/issue s in d roug ht situations.  
• The  DRIP Collab orative  could  b e  we ll situate d  to  d e ve lop  the  case  stud ie s.  
• The  me mb e rs we re  g ene rally sup p ortive  of the  re comme ndation.  

Ad d itional Ap ril 26th comme nts (sub mitte d  via the  writte n workshe e ts) 
• Alvar Escriva-Bou: It could  b e  p ote ntially inte g rate d  with re c #6.  

• Ele a Be cke r Lowe : "Scary storie s" ("this could  b e  you"). Comb ine  with #6? Vid e o? 

• Katie  Rub y: Pote ntial p artne rship  with Save  O ur Wate r camp aig n? (If we  want vid e os, e tc. 
the y may have  the  re source s to  d o  this) 

• Katy Land au: Rathe r than d roug ht ce ntric focus on how communitie s are  manag ing  wate r 
sup p lie s und e r e xtre me  wate r cond itions. Includ e  trib al p e rsp e ctive s. Build  off of CWC white  
p ap e r; Conne ct to  d roug ht d e finition re c #6 and  me trics re c #1. Clarify the  inte nd e d  
aud ie nce .  

• Mate ssa Martin: Link re c #6 with re c #8? 

• Sie rra Ryan: What is the  aud ie nce ? Succe sse s and  failure s? Could  b e  g re at p ositive  5-minute  
vid e os to  share . Could  also  b e  an op p ortunity to  hig hlig ht failure s and  id e ntify g ap s that le d  
to  the m.  

• Tim Worle y: Scary storie s /  succe ss storie s - b o th g ood . Vid e o  clip s in ~ 3 minute s. Mayb e  a 
co lle g e /unive rsity film class could  make  vid e os to  illustrate  the  storie s.   

• Justine  Masse y: Should  comb ine  this re comme nd ation with the  Droug ht De finition White  
Pap e r re comme nd ation. Should  use  the  case  stud ie s to  unit around  ne w or p re fe rre d  
te rminolog y (i.e . wate r scarcity ve rsus availab ility). 

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Water-Basics/Drought/Files/Drought-Resilience-Interagency-and-Partners-Collaborative/Meeting-Summary-4-26-2024.pdf
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