
Levee Unit 122  

California Historical Resources Information System Primary Number: 

P-57-001395 

Description: 

Levee Unit 122 is part of the Sacramento River Flood Control Project (SRFCP) and is a 
federal project levee (See Figure 1 below). This levee is an earthen levee that is 
approximately 15.4 miles long, with the levee crown measuring approximately 20 feet wide. 
The levee’s character-defining features include: the compacted earth, slope, and crown. 
Within the context of flood management and the SRFCP, this levee is significant because 
its creation and improvements allowed for the successful agricultural development of Yolo 
County. It is also an integral part of a larger flood management district that includes other 
levees, bypasses, and weirs. This levee directly contributes to the flood management for 
the surrounding area. In this area of Yolo County, Levee Unit 122 also forms the eastern 
boundary of the Yolo Bypass. The Yolo Bypass, an approximately 69,000-acre system, is the 
largest floodplain in the Delta. It serves as a flood-conveyance feature to protect the 
adjacent cities and acreage in Sacramento, Sutter, and Yolo Counties against flooding. The 
two features were engineered to work in tandem. The idea to enhance the natural bypass 
dates back to as early as the late 1860s, when Will S. Green recommended a system of 
levees and weirs in strategic locations that could channel overflowing waters through the 
Yolo Bypass. Levee Unit 122 serves a dual purpose: to protect the lands situated away from 
the Yolo Bypass from potential flooding, and to keep the waters of the Yolo Bypass 
constrained to a specific alignment during flooding. Together, Levee Unit 122 and the Yolo 
Bypass have had a tremendous impact on the agricultural development of Yolo County, 
predominately rice farming in this area of the Bypass, and the surrounding region by 
assisting with protecting farmland and aiding in the prevention of mass flooding during 
times of high-water.  

Levee Unit 122 is comprised of levees that served to protect Reclamation Districts (RDs) 
537, 752, 785, and 827 (See Figure 2 below) (USACE 1955; provided in the folder of 
resources on the Historic Data Portal). RD 752 was short lived and contained within RD 
785. As of July 1, 2020, Levee Unit 122 is managed by RD 537 and DWR (SBOE 2019; 
provided in the folder of resources on the Historic Data Portal). The consolidation of RDs 
785, 827, and 537 is described further below. The three main levees that comprise Unit 122 
are the West Levee of the Sacramento River, the East Levee of the Yolo Bypass, and the 
North Levee of the Sacramento Bypass (See Figure 3 below). The West Levee of the  

 



Figure 1. Sacramento River Flood Control Project Levees Overview Map (USACE 2021)  

 



Figure 2. Map of Levee Unit 122 from the Operations and Maintenance Manual (USACE 
1955) 

 

 

 



Figure 3. Modern-Era Map of Levee Unit 122 (DWR 2017) 

 

 

Sacramento River stretches from river-mile (RM) 70.8 at the Elkhorn Ferry crossing, to 
RM 63.5 at the north end of the Sacramento Weir. The East Levee of the Yolo Bypass 
extends along the southern boundary of RD 1600 at the Woodland Highway (I-5), and 
crosses to the North Levee of the Sacramento Bypass. The North Levee of the Sacramento 
Bypass serves as the southern boundary of RD 537 within the unit. In addition, several 
pumps and pumphouses are located within the unit. The main channel of the Sacramento 



River that travels the length of Levee Unit 122 from Elkhorn Ferry Crossing to the 
Sacramento Weir reaches a depth of 6 feet and has a capacity of 107,000 cfs (USACE 
1955).  

Location: 

Township Range Sections (if applicable) County 
9N 3E 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24 Yolo 
9N 4E 7, 8, 17, 18, 19,  20, 29, 30 Yolo 
10N 3E 34, 35 Yolo 

 

Construction and Maintenance: 

All levees in Levee Unit 122 were originally built by local interests. Flood control 
improvements were authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1917 as modified by the Acts of 
1928, 1937, and 1941. See Supplement to Standard Operation and Maintenance Manual 
Sacramento River Flood Control Project Unit No. 122-Part No. 1 (USACE 1955) for a 
description of improvements and repairs over time. Smaller scale operation and 
maintenance activities have been performed on a regular basis by RDs and the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) as shown in Figures 2 and 3.   

The Lower Elkhorn Basin Levee Setback (LEBLS) project was the first multi-benefit flood 
management project developed by DWR in the Yolo Bypass, as part of the Central Valley 
Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP). The project continued the process of improving public 
safety by upgrading a critically important component of the Sacramento River Flood 
Control Project, by beginning to provide additional capacity and resiliency to the Yolo 
Bypass, while enhancing the regional ecosystem and supporting sustainable agriculture 
(DWR 2017; provided in the folder of resources on the Historic Data Portal). 

The LEBLS Project also spurred discussion among the Elkhorn Basin RDs resulting in their 
November 2016 request for the Elkhorn Basin Draft Governance Study for RD 537, 785, and 
827[LD1]. The study provided an opportunity for the RDs to collaborate, identify alternative 
governance options that might enhance local flood management, unify the local voice, and 
assess whether alternative governing methods could produce more effective flood 
management operations, maintenance, and implementation. 

The study found that Yolo County residents would be better served if each basin provided a 
consistent level of maintenance and flood response, functioning either as one district or in 
a coordinated manner. It recommended a reorganization of the RDs, dissolving RDs 785 
and 827, and annexing both RDs into RD 537 [LD2] to provide economies of scale, 



consolidate maintenance and management, standardize levels of maintenance on the 
levees protecting the basin, and provide landowners with shared concerns a single voice. 

Based on study results, the Local Agency Formation Commission recommended that the 
RDs responsible for levee operation, maintenance, repair, replacement and rehabilitation 
(OMRR&R) in each hydrologic basin develop governance solutions that would provide a 
uniform level of operation and maintenance so protected areas were not at risk because of 
inconsistent maintenance. Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) is currently 
coordinating reorganization because the Yolo Bypass is a flood system feature that 
provides regional benefits and has proposed assisting with funding RD 537 OMRR&R for the 
new Yolo Bypass setback levee. This funding assistance is based on the premise that the 
LEBLS Project provides benefits to the cities of Sacramento, West Sacramento, and rural 
portions of Sacramento and Yolo counties along the Sacramento River, as stated in the May 
2018 funding agreement between SAFCA and the three RDs. 

Eligibility:  

Levee Unit 122  was determined eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion A within a context 
of flood management and its association with the Sacramento River Flood Control Project; 
the period of significance was found to be 1917-1967 and its character defining features 
were defined as its compacted earth construction, slope, and crown (SHPO 2017). Based 
on the eligibility of Levee Unit 122, USACE submitted a finding of adverse effect for the 
Undertaking in a letter dated May 2, 2018. SHPO concurred in a letter dated May 31, 2018. 
See Appendix A for SHPO correspondence letter.  

Levee Unit 122 appears to meet Criterion A of the NRHP within the context of flood 
management for its association with the SRFCP. Its period of significance begins in 1917, 
when U.S. Congress approved the Flood Control Act, marking the first comprehensive plan 
for flood management in California. 
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Appendix A: State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) Correspondence 
(COE_2016_0907_001) 



 



 



 



 



 



 




