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California —
WATER COMMISSION
Oroville Recovery Effort
Background

In the first two months of 2017, atmospheric rivers dumped an entire average year’s runoff (4.4
million acre-feet) into Lake Oroville. Amid this extreme weather, erosion of the main, gated
spillway at Oroville Dam triggered the use of the adjacent emergency spillway for the first time.
Subsequent erosion of the hillside below the emergency spillway and concerns about its
possible failure prompted the Butte County Sheriff to order a mandatory evacuation of nearly
200,000 people living downstream of Lake Oroville.

In 2017, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) completed the first phase of the Lake
Oroville Spillways Emergency Recovery Project—rebuilding and strengthening the 3,000-foot
long main spillway to safely handle flows of 100,000 cubic-feet per second for the 2018 wet
season. In 2018, DWR reconstructed the top 730 feet of the main spillway and added structural
concrete to the middle portion of the spillway to make it capable of passing flows of 270,000
cubic-feet per second. Over the last year, DWR also reconstructed the emergency spillway. The
upper portion of the hillside spillway has been armored under several feet of roller-compacted
concrete and a concrete cut-off wall has been placed in the bedrock to prevent any erosion
from migrating uphill.

DWR also initiated a comprehensive needs assessment for the Oroville Dam complex to identify
priorities and solutions to bolster the integrity and resilience of the complex to assure public
safety.

Oroville Dam Safety Comprehensive Needs Assessment Executive Manager, Sergio Escobar, will
provide a briefing on the purpose and status of the Assessment.

Oroville Emergency Recovery Program Manager Mike Inamine will provide a briefing on the
status of the completed Oroville spillways, first use of the flood control outlet spillway, public
access, and plans for site rehabilitation.

This is an informational item.
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