
URBAN GREENING
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

WORKSHOP



AGENDA
▷Funding Availability
▷Eligible Applicants
▷Eligible Projects
▷Evaluation Criteria
▷Statutory and Program 

Requirements 
▷Online Submission
▷Timeline
▷Additional Questions



FUNDING AVAILABILITY

▷ $23.7 million

▷ No minimum or maximum
Request

▷ Minimum of 75% of awarded
funds will go to disadvantaged
communities



ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

▷ Cities
▷ Counties
▷ Nonprofit Organizations 
▷ Special Districts
▷ Joint Powers Authority



APPLICATION PROCESS
Step One: Project Proposal 

Step Two: Field Visit

Step Three: Supporting Documentation

Funding Awards to Most Competitive Projects



EVALUATION CRITERIA



EVALUATION/SCORING CRITERIA



ELIGIBLE PROJECT
EXAMPLES



ELIGIBLE PROJECTS
▷ All projects must do at least one of the 

following:

○ Acquire, create, enhance, or expand 
community parks and green spaces

○ Use natural systems or systems that mimic 
natural systems to achieve multiple 
benefits



ELIGIBLE PROJECTS
▷ Establishment, enhancement, 

and expansion of 
neighborhood parks and 
community spaces

▷ Greening of public lands and 
structures, including school 
yards, and which may include 
incorporation of riparian 
habitat for water capture and 
provide for other public and 
private wildlife benefits

▷ Green Streets and Alleyways
▷ Non-motorized trails that 

provide safe routes of travel
▷ Urban heat island mitigation 

and energy conservation 
efforts

▷ Acquisitions to preserve land 
in perpetuity

 



PROJECT EXAMPLES
Establishment, enhancement, and expansion of neighborhood parks 
and community spaces

Desert Recreation District, Riverside CountyNorth Shore Community Park 



PROJECT EXAMPLES
Greening of public lands and structures, including school yards

Trust for Public Land’s recently completed Cesar Chavez Living Schoolyard Project 



PROJECT EXAMPLES
Green streets and alleyways

BEFORE AFTER

Elmer Paseo Alleyway Retrofit, Reseda



PROJECT EXAMPLES
Non-motorized trails

Photo by Mike Kahn

Ravenswood Bay Trail Project
Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District



PROJECT EXAMPLES

Median Improvements

East Los Angeles Sustainable 
Median Stormwater Capture Project



PROJECT EXAMPLES

Acquisitions to preserve land in perpetuity

Sierra Foothill Conservancy - Mariposa Creek Parkway Acquisition



PROJECT EXAMPLES

Didn’t see your project in the examples?

▷ Tell us what you are thinking
○ Contact us at urbangreening@resources.ca.gov

mailto:urbangreening@resources.ca.gov


PUBLIC ACCESS



PUBLIC ACCESS

Projects must be accessible to the community 
they serve, where feasible.

Look out for freeways, rivers, etc., that would 
require getting IN THE CAR versus getting OUT 
of the car. 



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES

▷ 75% of awarded funds MUST meet one of the 
following Disadvantaged Community 
Definitions:

○ Top 25% highest scoring census tracts in 
CalEnviroScreen 4.0; and/or

○ Median Household Income (MHI) less than 80% of 
statewide average



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES
CalEnviroScreen 4.0



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES
Community Fact Finder   



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES
DWR DAC Mapping Tool 



DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES

We are not disadvantaged, Can we still compete?

▷ Are you urban?
▷ MULTIPLE BENEFITS
▷ MULTIPLE BENEFITS
▷ MULTIPLE BENEFITS
▷ MULTIPLE BENEFITS



NON-DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES

A maximum of 25% of available funds may be 
awarded to communities that do not meet 
disadvantaged criteria; 
HOWEVER…



STATUTORY 
AND

PROGRAM 
PRIORITIES



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES

▷ Provides Park and Recreational Benefits

▷ Proposed by a Critically Underserved or 
Disadvantaged Community

▷ Develops Partnerships with Local Community 
Organizations and Businesses

▷ Uses Interagency Cooperation  

▷ Uses Existing Public Lands and Resources



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Provides park and recreational benefits to a critically 
underserved community or disadvantaged community

City of El Centro – Plank Park



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Proposed by a critically underserved community or 
disadvantaged community

Greening the Yellow Brick Road Project – City of Richmond 



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Developed partnerships with local community organizations and 
businesses

City of Riverside - Northside Heritage Meadows Project



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Uses interagency cooperation and integration

La Colonia Green Alleys Project- City of Oxnard



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Uses Existing Public Lands and Resources

Middleton Street Elementary Living Schoolyard, City of Huntington Park



STATUTORY & PROGRAM PRIORITIES

Statewide Park Development and Community 
Revitalization Act (AB 31)

For more information visit: 
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=26025

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=26025


ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
CONSIDERATIONS AND 

EVALUATION 
CRITERIA



FUNDING PRIORITY
Extreme Heat

▷ California Heat Assessment Tool

○ Heat Health Events (HHE) projects the average 
annual number of HHEs projected to occur within 
each census tract across the state.

○ Heath Action Index measures heat vulnerability 
within census tracts based on indicators such as 
social vulnerability, health, and environment 
indicators



FUNDING PRIORITY
California Heat Assessment Tool (https://www.cal-heat.org/explore)

https://www.cal-heat.org/explore


FUNDING PRIORITY
Annual Number of Health Events



FUNDING PRIORITY
Heat Health Action Index



ADDITIONAL EVALUATION CRITERIA

▷ Project Readiness

▷ Organizational Capacity

▷ Additional Project Characteristics



APPLICATION 
PROCESS



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review
• Create user account (new users only)

• Select RFP (General Fund Urban Greening Grant Program – 2023)



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review

FILL OUT INFORMATION AND 
UPLOAD REQUIRED 

DOCUMENTS

SUBMIT



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review

PROJECT PROPOSALS

MUST BE SUBMITTED IN SOAR 

BEFORE 5 PM PST, NOVEMBER 20, 2023



THREE-STEP PROJECT EVALUATION 
PROCESS

1. PROJECT PROPOSAL 

2. FIELD VISIT (QUALIFYING PROJECTS ONLY)

3. REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPORTING 
DOCUMENTATION (QUALIFYING PROJECTS ONLY)



STEP 1 – PROJECT PROPOSAL

PROJECT SUMMARY

PROJECT QUESTIONS

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS



PROJECT PROPOSAL

PROJECT SUMMARY-

• Summarize discrete project (brief description of deliverables)

• Public Access 

• Current site conditions

Clear, Concise, Pertinent



PROJECT PROPOSAL
QUESTIONS
• Statutory & Program Requirements 

• Statutory & Program Priorities

• Disadvantaged Communities

• Extreme Heat Threat

• Statewide Park and Community Revitalization Act

• Additional Project Characteristics

• Project Readiness

• Organizational Capacity



PROJECT PROPOSAL

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS –

Project Proposal Signature Page





PROJECT PROPOSAL

Photographs (Current Conditions)



PROJECT PROPOSAL

Cost Estimate
(Development Projects)





PROJECT PROPOSAL

Cost Estimate
(Acquisition Projects)





PROJECT PROPOSAL

Community Engagement Plan



PROJECT PROPOSAL

Location Map



PROJECT PROPOSAL
Property Data Sheet



PROJECT PROPOSAL

Assessor’s Parcel Map



Site Plan 
(Development Projects Only)

PROJECT PROPOSAL



PROJECT PROPOSAL

Plant Palette (Development Projects Only)
    



PROJECT PROPOSAL

Evidence of  Willing 
Seller Letter 
(Acquisitions Projects Only)



STEP 2
FIELD VISIT 

QUALIFYING PROJECTS



STEP 2 – FIELD VISIT

Qualifying Projects Only



STEP 3
SUPPORTING 

DOCUMENTATION
QUALIFYING PROJECTS



STEP 3 –SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
Qualifying Projects Only 

Signed 
Authorizing 
Resolution

Eligibility for                     
Non-Profit 
Applicants

Environmental 
Compliance Project Timeline

Payee Data 
Record Funding Plan Proof of 

Ownership
Adequate Site 

Control

Operations & 
Maintenance

Permit/Approval 
Status



• Appraisal (if available)
• Preliminary Title Report (if available)



ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

Solicitation Opens for Proposals  October 9, 2023

Technical Assistance Workshops October 2023

Project Proposal Deadline November 20, 2023
Field Visits June – July 2024
Supporting Documentation Sept – Oct 2024

Grant Awards Announced December 2024



Additional Funding Opportunities

▷ Youth Community Access

▷ EEM

▷ California Grants Portal Link

▷ Subscribe to Bonds & Grants 
Announcements 

https://www.grants.ca.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CNRA_388
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CNRA_388


Questions?

Contact us at:
urbangreening@resources.ca.gov
(916) 653-2812

Check out our website: 
http://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening

SOAR Questions:
Email: soar.admin@resources.ca.gov
(916) 653-6138

http://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening
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