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California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets and 
Expert Advisory Committee Target Recommendations 

 
State agencies are deeply grateful for the NBS target recommendations developed by 
the Expert Advisory Committee (EAC) established pursuant to AB 1757 to inform 
California’s NBS climate targets.  
 
Of California’s 81 NBS climate targets, 47 broadly align with or exceed the EAC’s target 
recommendations. All remaining 34 state targets simply do not have a corresponding 
EAC recommendation for a particular target year.  See the table below for a side-by-
side comparison. Determining the alignment between the State’s NBS climate targets 
and the EAC’s target recommendations entailed subjectivity. In several instances, 
targets or recommended targets were multi-faceted with different aspects being in 
varying levels of agreement. The chosen levels of alignment reflect our best efforts to 
distill an often complex and multi-pronged comparison. Additionally, seven targets 
recommended by the EAC centered on areas of focus out of scope with the state NBS 
climate targets, such as research, investment, and planning.   
 
State agencies are also appreciative of the EAC’s implementation pathway 
recommendations. Some of these pathways are reflected in agencies’ proposed 
additional actions, and all are being considered as part of California’s 2025 update to 
the Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy.  
 
In 2024 discussions with the EAC, State agencies look forward to discussing the following:   

 
• Carbon Target – how did the EAC calculate their recommended carbon target? 

 
• Carbon Removal vs Carbon Flux – how does the EAC’s target for carbon 

removal align with the scientific approach to calculating carbon neutrality and 
the natural flux of carbon on lands?   

 
• C vs CO2 vs CO2e – did the calculations of GHG benefits across EAC 

recommendations use a consistent baseline?  
 

• Citations – would it be possible for the EAC to provide more comprehensive 
citations?  

 
• Financial Target – how did the EAC calculate the financial target?   
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