Panelist Links and Resources:
Your Coast. Your Economy. Your Voice.
Defending California’s Coast from Federal Threats
Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Crowfoot 

Polling that shows Californians love our coast https://www.ppic.org/publication/ppic-statewide-survey-californians-and-the-environment-july-2026/

California calls for communities to make their voices heard as federal administration threatens state’s coast
https://resources.ca.gov/Newsroom/Page-Content/News-List/California-calls-for-communities 
The Public Comment Period Is Open: Here's How to Defend California's Coast https://california.surfrider.org/blog/the-public-comment-period-is-open-heres-how-to-defend-californias-coast
Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA): https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/act/ 
This act, administered by NOAA, provides for the management of the nation’s coastal resources, including the Great Lakes. The goal is to “preserve, protect, develop, and where possible, to restore or enhance the resources of the nation’s coastal zone.”

CZMA federal review fact sheet: https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/NewsRoom/Educational-Portal/CZMA-Federal-Review…
 
CZMA FAQ: https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/NewsRoom/Educational-Portal/CZMA-FAQ.pdf
 
UC Santa Barbara Ocean and Coastal Policy Center Brief on Success of the Coastal Management Program: OCPC Policy Brief CCMP Success 07.09.2026.pdf
 
Dee Dee Myers, Director, Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) 
GO-Biz: https://business.ca.gov/ 
GO-Biz Team: https://careereducation.gov.ca.gov/about/dee-dee-myers/ 
Dee Dee Myers has had an extensive career in public affairs, currently serving as a Director at the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development, a role she has held since 2020. Dee Dee would start her career in 1985 at the City of Los Angeles Mayor’s Office as a Deputy Press Secretary, then spent two years at the White House in 1993 as the White House Press Secretary.
 In 1995, DeeDee would join Vanity Fair as a Contributing Editor, a job she would do concurrently with future positions, where she would work for 19 years. In 2010, she would become a Managing Director at The Glover Park Group, working there for 3 years before going on to work at Warner Bros in 2014 as Executive Vice President of Worldwide Corporate Communications and Public Affairs. In 2018, she would become Director at Wynn Resorts, simultaneously becoming a Board Member at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History in November of that same year, remaining a board member to this day. GO-Biz serves as California’s center for economic development as well as support for business ventures in the state's economy. Dee Dee would earn her BS in Political Science and Government from Santa Clara University. She was the first woman to serve as White House Press Secretary and is a New York Times best-selling author of the book “Why Women Should Rule the World,” which she would publish in 2008, while working at Vanity Fair.
California Coastal Economy: https://coast.noaa.gov/data/digitalcoast/pdf/california-ocean-economy.pdf 

California’s Blue Economy: https://opc.ca.gov/sustainable-blue-economy/ 

How the Federal Review Threatens the Coastal Economy: https://kmph.com/news/local/trump-administration-launches-federal-review-of-california-coastal-commission 


John Finger, President and CEO, Hog Island Oyster Co. 
The HogIsland Oyster Co Story: https://hogislandoysters.com/our-story/ 
The HogIsland Oyster Co Team: https://hogislandoysters.com/team/ 
John Finger is the founder, President, and CEO of Hog Island Oyster Company, which he started in 1983 in California’s Marin County. John would earn a BS in Marine Biology and Biological Oceanography from Long Island University in 1978. After college, he would be quick to join the oyster scene, beginning work on an oyster operation in Moss Landing. After working at Moss Landing for three years, John would start his own oyster farm with 5 acres. Now, he has grown his company to 160 acres, a team of 200, and a production of over 3 million oysters and 50,000 pounds of clams a year! Hog Island Oyster Co has two locations, in San Francisco’s Ferry Building and Napa’s Oxbow Public Market, with its 160 acres spanning Tomales and Humboldt Bay. Hog Island Oyster Co makes sure to responsibly grow and source all their food in order to protect the marine communities that these creatures belong to. In addition to founding the Hog Island Oyster Company, John has served on the Board of the Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association for 26 years since the year 2000, where he has helped represent shellfish farms across states such as California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. In the past, he has served on the Environmental Action Committee of West Marin and is a founding member of the Tomales Bay Watershed Council.

Why Water Quality Is Essential to Shellfish Farming: 
https://aquaculturematters.ca.gov/2025/12/17/good-data-unexpected-solution/ 

Derek Brockbank, Executive Director, Coastal States Organization 
Coastal States Organization: https://coastalstates.org/about/ 
CSO Team: https://coastalstates.org/meet-our-team/#gallery-b-1 
Derek Brockbank has served as Executive Director at the Coastal States Organization since 2021, concurrently serving on the American Shore & Beach Preservation Association Board. Derek began his career with the Green Corps, where he was a Field Organizer from 2003 to 2004; that same year, he would serve as an Organizer of Scientific Integrity for the Union of Concerned Scientists. In 2005, he would serve as National Director for the Sierra Student Coalition. That same year, he would begin a career for the National Wildlife Federation, working five years as Campaign Manager of Climate Safeguards, before going on to work four years as Campaign Director for Restore the Mississippi River Delta in 2011, a joint campaign that included the National Wildlife Federation, the National Audubon Society, the Environmental Defense Fund, the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, and the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana. Before going on to work with the Coastal States Organization, Derek would work for 5 years at the American Shore & Beach Preservation Association as an Executive Director, starting in 2015. At the Coastal States Organization, he has helped connect the state coastal management programs with federal resources in order to best represent and protect the United States’ coasts and their surrounding territories. He earned his BA in Political Science and Environmental Studies from the University of Chicago in 2003.  
What Coastal States Nationally Are Saying About the Review: https://www.ptreyeslight.com/news/noaa-begins-review-of-californias-coastal-plan/ 

Coastal Zone Management Act: https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/act/ 
This act, administered by NOAA, provides for the management of the nation’s coastal resources, including the Great Lakes. The goal is to “preserve, protect, develop, and where possible, to restore or enhance the resources of the nation’s coastal zone.”

The CZMA outlines three national programs:
National Coastal Zone Management Program - https://coast.noaa.gov/czm
National Estuarine Research Reserve System - https://coast.noaa.gov/nerrs/
Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program - https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/landconservation/. 

Kate Huckelbridge, Executive Director, California Coastal Commission 
California Coastal Commission: https://www.coastal.ca.gov/ 
Dr. Kate Huckelbridge became the first woman to lead the California Coastal Commission in 2023 when she was appointed as Executive Director. After obtaining her BS in Environmental Engineering from Northwestern University in 1997, Kate would begin working with the Eastern Research Group as an Environmental Engineer. After two years of working with the Eastern Research Group, she would attend the University of California, Berkeley in 2001, where she would earn both a Master's and a PhD in Environmental Engineering by 2008. She began working with the California Coastal Commission in 2009, starting as a Senior Environmental Scientist and advancing up to the position she holds now as Executive Director. The California Coastal Commission serves under the California Natural Resources Agency and works to manage over 1,000 miles of California’s coastline. With the Commission, Kate has been able to work on projects that involve a wide variety of energy sources and environmental issues, such as those that pertain to oil and gas developments and marine habitat restoration, among many others.  
CA Coastal Act 50th Anniversary - https://www.coastal.ca.gov/coastalact50/ 
California Coastal Management Program: https://www.coastal.ca.gov/fedcd/ccmp_description.pdf 

Ripple Effects for Coastal Businesses, Workers & Communities: Here's What That Means for Beaches Everywhere: https://www.surfrider.org/news/the-federal-government-is-reviewing-californias-coastal-management-program.-heres-what-that-means-for-beaches-everywhere 

California Ocean Protection Council: https://opc.ca.gov/ 

California Coast and Ocean Report 2026: https://opc.ca.gov/report/ 

OPC’s 2026-2030 Strategic Plan:  https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-2030-OPC-Strategic-Plan-508.pdf

Ray Jackson, Hermosa Beach City Councilmember and Coastal Commissioner
California Coastal Commission Commissioners & Alternates: Roster of Commissioners
Ray Jackson serves as the current California Coastal Commissioner for the California Coastal Commission, as well as a City Council Member for the City of Hermosa Beach. Before going to college, Ray enlisted in the United States Army, serving his country as a combat medic for five years. He would go on to attend Florida Southern College, earning a BA in Biology in 1988. In 1991, he earned a JD from the Fredric G Levin College of Law at the University of Florida, before commissioning back into the Army in 1999, this time into the Judge Advocate General’s Corps. Ray served with the US Army for almost 30 years, rising to the role of Colonel. In 2022, Ray was elected Mayor of the City of Hermosa Beach, a year after being appointed a member of the City Council, serving in the position until 2023. He is a member of the Clean Power Alliance, South Bay Cities Council of Governments, California Contract Cities Association, California Joint Powers Insurance Authority, and Surfrider Foundation. Councilmember Jackson is also the President-Elect of the Independent Cities Association and a Delegate to the Southern California Association of Governments.
How the Federal Review Could Affect Local Coastal Communities: https://www.ptreyeslight.com/news/noaa-begins-review-of-californias-coastal-plan/

Act Coastal Coastal Commissioners- Ray Jackson: https://www.actcoastal.org/commissioners/ray-jackson


