Panelist Links and Resources:
The Heat is On: Protecting California from Extreme Heat
Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Crowfoot

California Natural Resources Agency: https://resources.ca.gov

CNRA Who We Are: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are
Wade Crowfoot serves as the California Natural Resource Agency Secretary, working to protect the unique environment and resources that are precious to the state. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 with a BA in Political Science, then in 2004, he earned his MSc in both Public Policy and Environmental Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. Crowfoot started his extensive career in government climate affairs in 2008 when he was promoted from Director of Government Affairs to Director of Climate Protection Initiatives at the Mayor’s Office for the City and County of San Francisco. In 2009, he began working with the Environmental Defense Fund as the West Coast Political Director, where he did policy work related to climate, water, and oceans.  In 2011, under former Governor Edmund G. Brown, he began working with the Governor's Office, starting as Deputy Director at the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, then shifting to Deputy Cabinet Secretary in 2013. In 2016, he moved his work to the Water Foundation, where he served as Chief Executive Officer. In 2019, Crowfoot was appointed CNRA’s Secretary by the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom, where he has served since. 

Andrew D. Jones, Science Advisor to the California Natural Resources Secretary
Bio: Andrew D. Jones is a quantitative Earth scientist who works at the intersection of human and environmental systems. Through collaborative research spanning disciplines and professions, he provides actionable insights into strategies for strengthening the resilience of water, energy, land, and urban systems.

He currently serves as Science Advisor to California’s Natural Resources Secretary. In this newly created role, he assesses and strengthens the science-policy ecosystem informing natural resource management decisions across the state.

Jones also serves as a lead author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Climate Change and Cities. This international effort provides synthesized, policy-relevant knowledge to accelerate climate solutions at the city and regional levels.

During his 15 years at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Jones built the Earth Systems and Society Program, which advances the practical application of Earth science through research with practitioners, infrastructure experts, and social scientists. He also helped launch a Regional Water Systems program at the National Alliance for Water Innovation.

As an adjunct professor in UC Berkeley’s interdisciplinary Energy and Resources Group, Jones mentors students and teaches a seminar on the societal applications of climate science.
California’s 5th Climate Assessment
https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/climate-assessment/#California-s-Fifth-Climate-Change-Assessment 

Maro Kakoussian, Director of Climate & Health Programs Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles (CalHeat Score)
Bio: https://www.psr-la.org/team/maro-kakoussian 
https://www.psr-la.org/ 

Maro Kakoussian is a climate and environmental health advocate working at the intersection of public health, environmental justice, and community power building to shape policy. She serves as Director of Climate and Health Programs at Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles, where she leads local and statewide strategies to address the health harms across the fossil fuel and petrochemical lifecycle, strengthen climate resilience, and advance energy justice and utility affordability through community driven solutions.

Maro’s work in the environmental movement began in 2011 through the California Student Sustainability Coalition, where she organized around climate change, clean energy, sustainability, and food justice. She later trained as an organizer with the Sierra Club and was active in the Sierra Student Coalition, volunteering with the My Generation Campaign and serving on the San Gorgonio Political Endorsement Committee. As a student, she interned with the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice, gaining on-the-ground experience addressing environmental justice challenges in Inland Empire communities disproportionately impacted by pollution and industrial development.

After graduating, Maro worked on one of her first major campaigns supporting the 2016 Plastic Bag Referendum Ballot Measure. She also helped organize the 2017 People’s Climate March in Wilmington, where she first connected with environmental justice leaders in Los Angeles working to address neighborhood oil drilling. Inspired by the movement to stop the Dakota Access Pipeline, she began volunteering with the STAND-LA campaign that same year. In 2018, she was hired as an organizer for STAND-LA through PSR-LA and has been leading the campaign to end neighborhood oil drilling in Los Angeles ever since.

Maro currently serves as President of the Los Angeles League of Conservation Voters, helping elect environmental champions across Los Angeles County. She holds a B.A. in Political Science and Philosophy from University of California, Riverside.

CalHeatScore or California Communities Extreme Heat Scoring System is a public health webtool built to help Californians stay informed, ready, and safe when temperatures rise. https://calheatscore.calepa.ca.gov/ 

CalHeatScore Mapping Tool: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/7fe16481f14646b4a167861962ab57a7/page/Homepage/ 
Newsletter — Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles: https://www.psr-la.org/take-action/newsletter 

Brad Rumble, Principal, Esperanza Elementary School	
https://esperanzaes.lausd.org/ - Located in the heart of the historic Westlake neighborhood of downtown Los Angeles, Esperanza Elementary School serves more than 600 students from TK to fifth grade.
 
Bio: Brad Rumble is the principal of Esperanza Elementary School, where he has served since July 2014. During his 35-year career with the Los Angeles Unified School District, he has worked at three campuses in the urban core of Los Angeles. Seeing students grow up with limited access to nature inspired his commitment to creating greener school environments. He believes the connection to nature that supported his own well-being also benefits students, which became the foundation for his work at Esperanza.

Earth Focus story on Esperanza: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJ1NtP2jCiQ&t=29s

NHM blog on student birding at Esperanza: https://nhm.org/stories/kickball-soccer-birding-birding

Burrowing Owl story/NHM: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqQxAg4muGc 

Wildlife Camera at Esperanza/NHM: https://nhm.org/stories/campus-trek-wildlife-camera-hand 

Sierra Club article on Esperanza's rewilding of Wilshire Blvd.: https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/green-life/rewilding-wilshire-boulevard 

Selena Melgoza, MPP, Climate Solutions Manager, Climate Resolve (Cool Pavement)
https://climateresolve.org/team_members/samantha-melgoza/ 
Selena Melgoza (she/her/hers) is the Climate Solutions Manager at Climate Resolve, working to build adaptive capacity for under-resourced communities to be resilient in an increasingly hot climate. Born and raised in Los Angeles, she is motivated by her lived experiences as a first-generation, low-income, and system-impacted Latina to advance environmental justice and create sustainable policy solutions for all.

Selena has worked across the non-profit, government, and academic sectors to support data-driven policy recommendations to advance environmental justice. This includes working with Water Education for Latino Leaders to advise local elected officials in advocating for water resources to the California State Legislature; One Fair Wage to mobilize 2,000 new worker leaders and 50,000 low-wage workers who were previously unlikely to vote in Michigan; UCLA’s Latino Policy and Politics Institute to build an environmental portfolio and analyze environmental policy impacts on Latinos; and LA City’s Climate Emergency Mobilization Office to conduct community-engaged research with those most impacted by extreme heat in Los Angeles to inform LA’s Heat Action Plan. 

At Climate Resolve, Selena manages the Shine On initiative, which brings together over 250 global experts across 12 countries to accelerate the development of cooling surfaces and cooling solutions. Within this work, she established the Albedo Projects Working Group to identify large-scale cool-surface projects in Los Angeles and established a Research Advisory Committee to co-produce an impact evaluation framework. Relatedly, Selena supports community engagement efforts across 40 city blocks and 15 lane miles for the South LA Eco-Lab. Lastly, Selena is part of Climate Resolve’s Ready For Tomorrow team, which provides no-cost grant-writing assistance. Pulling from her experience at Climate Resolve, Selena is on the Cool Roof Raiting Councils Board of Directors.

Selena graduated from UC Berkeley with honors with a B.S. in Society & Environment and a minor in Public Policy. She also holds a Master of Public Policy from UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, where she concentrated on environmental and public health policy. 

COOL PAVEMENTS - Using simple science, when black asphalt pavement is coated with a special material, sunlight will bounce back into space, and disperse heat along with it.

Shine On: https://climateresolve.org/shine-on-initiative/ 

Shine On White Paper - https://climateresolve.org/shine-on-white-paper/ 

COOL SURFACES IN PACOIMA - https://climateresolve.org/cool-surfaces-in-pacoima/ 

Cools Surfaces Study Results: https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/ad2a8e 

GAF Cool community Project (video) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcEiTIX_Db8 

Samuel Assefa, Director, Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
https://lci.ca.gov/about/staff/director-bio/  
https://lci.ca.gov/ 
Prior to being appointed Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation Director, Assefa was Director of the City of Seattle Office of Planning and Community Development since 2016. He was Senior Urban Designer for the Department of Community Planning and Sustainability for City of Boulder from 2010 to 2016, Director of Land Use and Planning Policy for the Department of Planning and Development and Deputy Chief of Staff for Economic and Physical Development for the City of Chicago Mayor’s Office from 2004 to 2010 and Senior Urban Designer for the SmithGroup JJR from 2002 to 2004. Assefa was Director of Special Projects for the City and County of San Francisco Department of Planning and Development from 1999 to 2002 and Senior Urban Designer for SMWM Architecture and Planning from 1993 to 1999. Assefa earned a Master of City Planning degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

LCI Extreme Heat and Community Resilience Program – Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/grants/extreme-heat-community-resilience/ 

State Releases 2026 Extreme Heat Action Plan – Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation - https://lci.ca.gov/newsroom/news/2026/state-releases-2026-extreme-heat-action-plan/ 

LCI Vulnerable Communities Platform (VCP): https://vcp.lci.ca.gov/  

Community Resilient Centers Grant Program: https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/crc/ 

Transformative Climate Communities Grants: https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/tcc/ 

California-Extreme-Heat-Action-Plan-2026.pdf - https://lci.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/California-Extreme-Heat-Action-Plan-2026.pdf 

Climate Resilience Summit - https://resilientcaliforniasummit.org/  


