Panelist Links 
California: The Biodiversity King 
Discover the Incredible Life that Thrives in the Golden State 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency 
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

California Natural Resources Agency: https://resources.ca.gov/ 

Home - PORTS Program
https://ports.parks.ca.gov/ 

Find 2025 California Biodiversity Day Events and learn about species here: https://www.californianature.ca.gov/pages/biodiversityday 

30X30 CA: https://www.californianature.ca.gov/ 

Map of Biodiversity Importance | NatureServe
https://www.natureserve.org/map-biodiversity-importance 

Curious about the 30X30 logo on Wade’s shirt? Learn more at: https://www.californianature.ca.gov/ 

iNaturalist: https://www.inaturalist.org/ 
City Nature Challenge – Global Project: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2025-global-project  
Panelists:
- Jordan Collins, Botanist, California Native Plant Society
- Christian Schwarz, coauthor of "Mushrooms of the Redwood Coast"
- Michael Starkey, Founder, Save the Snakes
- Dr. Rene Henery, Ecologist, Eco geographer, and California Science Director for Trout Unlimited Trout Unlimited
- Chelsea Abrahamian, Ecologist, Environmental Educator, and Senior Education Coordinator Audubon California

[bookmark: _Hlk208308741]Jordan Collins, Botanist, California Native Plant Society
www.cnps.org  
About Jordan: https://www.cnps.org/about/people/staff 
 Jordan attended Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, CA where they studied Biodiversity Conservation and Landscape Horticulture. At Cal Poly, Jordan had the opportunity to work with the federally endangered Gambel's Watercress studying its reproductive biology, monitoring a wild population, and conserving living plants in a conservatory. At CNPS, Jordan is a field botanist in the Rare Plant Program. Jordan works on several projects, including the Rare Plant Treasure Hunt, the Utom Conservation Project, and the California Plant Rescue. These projects include field data collection and organization, volunteer coordination, conducting background research, seed collection, and specimen collection. Jordan is an avid plant collector with over 2,500 collections of vascular plants and bryophytes. 

Rare Plants: www.rareplants.cnps.org 
Vegetation: www.vegetation.cnps.org 
CalScape: https://www.calscape.org/ 
Christian Schwarz, coauthor of "Mushrooms of the Redwood Coast:
Christian Schwarz teaches Natural History of Fungi and Introduction to Community Science through the Norris Center at UCSC.  He is passionate about all forms of biodiversity as well as the role of ecological metaphors in culture and philosophy.
https://www.redwoodcoastmushrooms.org/christian-schwarz 

About the Book — Mushrooms of the Redwood Coast:
https://www.redwoodcoastmushrooms.org/about-the-book 

[bookmark: _Hlk208309686]Rene Henery, Ecologist, Eco geographer, and California Science Director for Trout Unlimited 
https://www.renehenery.com/ 
https://www.tu.org/ 
Golden Trout: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1eRLcjGNNo 
Steelhead and Diversity: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AH2RLzzJe2s 
Dr. Rene Henery is a Deep Ecologist, artist, writer and speaker based in Northern California. His transformational work embraces water and reconciliation as pathways to resilient ecosystems, coherent communities, and a personal experience of belonging. 

Michael Starkey, Founder, Save the Snakes
www.savethesnakes.org
https://savethesnakes.org/team/michael-starkey/ 
Michael G. Starkey is a conservation biologist, ecological consultant and public speaker working to educate and involve the public in wildlife conservation issues. Michael has a diverse background in the field of wildlife conservation, and he has worked as an ecological consultant for environmental consulting firms and government agencies such as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish & Wildlife. He has worked with a wide diversity of wildlife, including giant gartersnakes, San Francisco gartersnakes, California tiger salamanders, bats, ringtails and Yucatán black howler monkeys. Michael has developed and implemented community-based conservation initiatives that focused on the protection of wildlife populations in Belize and Ghana. Michael is the Founder of Save The Snakes and serves as Executive Director, President of the Board of Directors and as a Venomous Snake Training Course Instructor. 

Sunflower, a Pacific Gophersnake
More about the Pacific Gophersnake: https://californiaherps.com/snakes/pages/p.c.catenifer.html 

Chelsea Abrahamian, Ecologist, Environmental Educator, and Senior Education Coordinator Audubon California

Audubon- https://www.audubon.org/ 
https://www.audubon.org/people/chelsea-abrahamian 
Born and raised in the sunny San Fernando Valley, Chelsea has always had a natural curiosity and love for urban ecology. From joining reforestation efforts in Armenia to conducting scuba surveys in SoCal’s kelp forests, Chelsea is passionate about conservation in a variety of ecosystems. She is interested in all branches of ecology, but is especially interested in environmental justice, mycology, California native plants, and birding.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chelsea-abrahamian-4450971b8/ 

Audubon's report on the effect of climate change on birds: https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
A database for finding native plants in your area: https://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds


