
Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resoures Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series

Panelists: 
- Karla Nemeth, Director, Department of Water Resources 
- Craig Miller, General Manager, Western Municipal Water District 
- Sandi Matsumoto, Director, California Water Program, The Nature Conservancy
- Samantha Arthur, Deputy Secretary for Water, California Natural Resources Agency

Governor Newsom launches most ambitious water plan in California history | Governor of California
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/02/25/governor-newsom-launches-most-ambitious-water-plan-in-california-history/   

Senate Bill 72 Bolsters California Water Plan and Advances Long-Term Water Supply Goals https://water.ca.gov/News/Blog/2025/Nov-25/Senate-Bill-72-Bolsters-California-Water-Plan-and-Advances-Long-Term-Water-Supply-Goals 

SB 72: CA Water For All: https://www.cawaterforall.com/
 
What is it? https://www.cawaterforall.com/sb-72 
SB 72 establishes statewide water supply targets while requiring the State, water community, and stakeholders to follow through on comprehensive, long-term water supply solutions that transforms water management in California.

Karla Nemeth, Director, Department of Water Resources 	
https://water.ca.gov/ 
Bio: https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team 
Karla Nemeth was appointed Director of the California Department of Water Resources by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. on January 10, 2018, and was reappointed by Governor Gavin Newsom on June 28, 2019.

Nemeth oversees the Department and it’s nearly 4,000 employees whose mission it is to manage and protect California’s water resources and support the reliability of California’s electrical grid. In cooperation with other agencies, DWR manages California’s water resources to benefit the state’s people and to protect, restore, and enhance the natural and human environments. Nemeth focuses on preparing the Department and state to adapt to more extreme weather as a result of climate change – investing in aging and green infrastructure, better management of groundwater supplies, and various programs to improve local water resilience. Nemeth is committed to ensuring a workplace that values diversity and inclusion, and provides for the equitable management of resources to meet the needs of California’s diverse population.

Record Hot, Dry March Wipes Out California Snowpack, Leaving No Measurable Snow for April Survey https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2026/Apr-2026/Record-Hot-Dry-March-Wipes-Out-California-Snowpack-Leaving-No-Measurable-Snow-for-April-Survey 
California Water Plan: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/California-Water-Plan 
A New Era in California Water Planning - 2028 California Water Plan: https://www.californiawaterplan.com/ 
An updated California Water Plan is produced every five years by DWR. The Water Plan is being designed to guide water resources decisions, support implementation, and help California prepare for a hotter, drier, and more unpredictable future. It will be grounded in data, informed by regional realities, and shaped through meaningful public engagement.

Sign up to receive updates about the 2028 California Water Plan:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/30770 

Video Secretary Crowfoot and Director Nemeth: https://youtu.be/RTNrZxH5M6w?si=dBPDDY4fZSvEYM2e 
San Joaquin Basin Flood-MAR Watershed Studies: https://water.ca.gov/watershedstudies
Sandi Matsumoto, Director, California Water Program, The Nature Conservancy and Member of the California Water Commission
https://cwc.ca.gov/About-Us 

The Nature Conservancy Biography
Sandi Matsumoto is The Nature Conservancy’s Director of the California Water Program. She leads a multi-disciplinary team focused on securing a sustainable and resilient water future for California.

During her tenure with TNC (which began in 2004), she has worked at the nexus of water and agriculture across the state, including by launching BirdReturns and TNC’s efforts to implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.

A Central Valley native, she earned her B.A. from Yale University and M.B.A. from the Anderson School at UCLA. In 2017, she was appointed by Governor Brown to serve as a board member on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy. She is also a member of the first cohort of the Water Solutions Network.

California Water Commission Bio: https://cwc.ca.gov/About-Us 
Sandra Matsumoto, of Davis, has been Director for the California Water Program at the Nature Conservancy since 2020, where she was Associate Director from 2015 to 2020 and Project Director from 2004 to 2015. She was Project Manager at the Los Angeles Community Design Center from 2003 to 2004 and a Project Analyst at Mintz Levin from 1997 to 1999. She is an advisor to the Public Policy Institute of California’s Water Policy Center, a board member of the Water Education Foundation and a board member of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy. Matsumoto earned a Master of Business Administration degree in finance from the University of California, Los Angeles Anderson School of Management.

WATER COMMISSION: Building California’s water future - DWR’s framework for the 2028 Water Plan and SB 72 implementation: https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/02/04/building-californias-water-future-dwrs-framework-for-the-2028-water-plan-and-sb-72-implementation/ 

Craig Miller, General Manager, Western Municipal Water District and California Municipal Utilities Association
https://westernwaterca.gov/: Western Water is one of the largest public agencies in Riverside County, providing water, wastewater (sewer), and recycled water services to nearly 1 million people, both wholesale and retail customers, across 527 square miles in western Riverside County.

BIO: Craig Miller was appointed General Manager of the Western Municipal Water District in 2017, where he has been instrumental in overseeing operations, engineering, and water resources. His experience includes managing capital improvement projects focused on local water reliability. Miller's leadership has been recognized for its focus on stability and continuity in district operations, as well as the implementation of local water reliability projects. His appointment reflects the district's commitment to providing an ongoing focus on stability and continuity to District operations and bringing local water reliability projects to the region.

Craig was also appointed by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to serve on the Senate Bill (SB) 72 Implementation Advisory Committee in March 2026.

Western Water's General Manager Appointed to SB 72 Implementation Advisory Committee - Association of California Water Agencies - https://www.acwa.com/news/western-waters-general-manager-appointed-to-sb-72-implementation-advisory-committee/ 

Samantha Arthur, Deputy Secretary for Water, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Water 

Secretary Speaker Series: Live from Los Angeles - Mediterranean Partnership Driving Global Climate Action - Friday, April 17 from noon to 1pm
Register to join at: https://ca-water-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_swDI3OZNQaeKZaiGLyY01w 




CNRA EARTH DAY 2026 learn more at https://resources.ca.gov/EarthDay2026 


A New Era in California Water Planning - 2028 California Water Plan: https://www.californiawaterplan.com/ 

Sign up to receive updates about the 2028 California Water Plan:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/30770 

Groundwater Recharge: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Groundwater-Recharge 
Video on groundwater recharge in California - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyCzN3wGdbM 
