Panelist Resources 
State of California’s Coast and Ocean: First-ever Ocean Report 
Tells A Story of Progress and Pressure 

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Ocean Protection Council: https://opc.ca.gov/ 

California Coast and Ocean Report: https://opc.ca.gov/report/

California Ocean Day 2026 - https://californiaoceanday.org/ 

50 years of coastal protection: https://www.coastal.ca.gov/coastalact50/  

Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/chumash-heritage/advisory/ 

Jenn Eckerle, Deputy Secretary for Oceans and Coastal Policy and Executive Director of the Ocean Protection Council
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Oceans-and-Coastal-Policy-and-Director-of-the-Ocean-Protection-Council 

Jenn Eckerle is the Deputy Secretary for Oceans and Coastal Policy for Natural Resources and Executive Director of the Ocean Protection Council (OPC). Jenn serves as a key advisor to the Governor and the Secretary for Natural Resources and directs policy, scientific research, and critical partnerships to increase protection of California’s coast and ocean. Jenn served as OPC’s Deputy Director from December 2016 to October 2022. Before joining OPC, Jenn spent eight years as an Ocean Policy Analyst for the Natural Resources Defense Council, where she conducted technical analysis and developed policy recommendations to advance ocean conservation. Prior to that, she was a Coastal Program Analyst for the California Coastal Commission and the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission. Jenn earned an M.S. in Marine Biology from the Florida Institute of Technology and a B.S. in Biology from the University of Vermont.

Dr. Chris Free, Associate Researcher at UCSB 
https://chrismfree.com/ Marine Science Institute https://msi.ucsb.edu/ 

I am an Associate Researcher (research professor) at the Marine Science Institute and the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management at the University of California—Santa Barbara. I advise and learn from students in the Gaines fisheries and aquaculture lab.  I am eager to support West Coast fisheries and conservation issues and serve on the Scientific and Statistical Committee for the Pacific Fisheries Management Council,  the NOAA Pacific Marine Mammal Scientific Review Group, and the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council. I have a PhD in Oceanography from Rutgers University and a BA in Conservation Biology from Middlebury College.

My research uses quantitative and interdisciplinary methods to explore solutions to aquatic conservation and management problems. In general, I seek to: (1) understand social-ecological drivers of fish population dynamics;  (2) design and test climate-adaptive fisheries management strategies; and (3) identify pathways for coastal food systems to enhance human livelihoods. Currently, I’m doing work on endangered species bycatch, dynamic ocean management, harmful algal blooms, marine heatwaves, climate-ready fisheries management, and human nutrition.  I leverage quantitative methods including population modeling, statistical analysis, machine learning, spatial-temporal analysis, stock assessment, and management strategy evaluation.

My interest in quantitative ecology has its roots in tropical forests and I maintain active research projects on the ecology and management of big-leaf mahogany and other tropical timber species in South and Central America. I am interested in continuing to collaborate on ecology and management questions across ecosystems.
I’m an avid runner and can often be found running in the mountains of the Los Padres or at the track with Santa Barbara Running and Racing. I also play trombone, love word games, and lose a lot of frisbee golf discs.

Felicia Van Stolk, Executive Director at Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History 
Santa Cruz Museum - https://santacruzmuseum.org/
Santa Cruz Museum - https://santacruzmuseum.org/
https://santacruzmuseum.org/about/leadership-staff/ 
Felicia was raised on the trails and beaches of Santa Cruz where she was born. At UCLA she pursued degrees in marine biology and conservation ecology. While focusing on her studies, she also discovered her passion for education and was involved in a student non-profit focused on teaching in underserved communities in Los Angeles. This background in science, conservation, and education informs an experiential, inquiry-driven style of teaching that promotes critical thinking, problem solving, and achieving depth of understanding. She is passionate about environmental education and facilitating experiences for all people in nature, and brings this enthusiasm to the Museum. She first joined the Museum team as the Education Director in 2016, and has overseen the growth of school and public programming. Felicia was appointed to the role of Executive Director in the fall of 2019. When not at the Museum, Felicia can be found with her dog at the same trails and beaches that she grew up on, or SCUBA diving in her favorite kelp forests.


Dr. Jeff Boehm, Chief External Relations Office at the Marine Mammal Center 
https://www.marinemammalcenter.org/person/jeff-boehm 
Dr. Jeff Boehm traces his career path back to a volunteer position he held at The Marine Mammal Center as a young adult. He returned to the Center as Executive Director in 2008 and has since expanded the organization’s efforts to advance global ocean conservation through marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation, scientific research and education. As Chief External Relations Officer, Jeff plays a critical role in shaping the organization's brand, partnerships and revenue generation.

Previously, Jeff served as the Senior Vice President of Animal Health and Conservation Science at the John G. Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, where he worked for 16 years. There, he oversaw the veterinary medical program and led and coordinated the aquarium’s conservation science division, including conservation partnerships, in-house programs, and educational and advocacy programs and partnerships. 

Following decades of work, Jeff was awarded the 2021 AVMA (American Veterinary Medical Association) Animal Welfare Award, an honor that recognizes his achievement in advancing the welfare of animals and the survival of critically endangered species via leadership, public service, education, research and advocacy.

Marine Science Sunday | The Marine Mammal Center https://www.marinemammalcenter.org/education/adults-families/marine-science-sunday#reserve 

Blue Whales Blues Skies: https://bluewhalesblueskies.org/ 

Mario Ordoñez-Calderón, Co-Founder and Executive Director of Un Mar De Colores 
https://www.mar-de-colores.org/ 
A nonprofit that provides free surfing instruction and mentorship to youth from historically marginalized communities. They focus on a small group of 15 students and their families, allowing them to develop what they call a “dive deep, not wide” philosophy that’s focused on building and strengthening relationships over a two-year period.
Mario Ordoñez-Calderón is the Co-Founder and Executive Director of Un Mar de Colores, where he leads the organization’s strategic vision, partnerships, and organizational growth. He oversees the development of culturally grounded, ocean-based programs that support youth wellbeing, environmental stewardship, and equitable access to coastal and blue spaces. A Navy veteran and Indigenous Mayan surfer, Mario brings over a half a decade of experience at the intersection of youth development, trauma-informed practice, and environmental justice. His work positions the ocean as both a learning environment and a site of collective care, centering youth as participants, stewards, and emerging leaders. Mario serves on the inaugural Environmental Justice Advisory Board for the California Ocean Protection Council and collaborates with regional and binational partners to advance climate resilience, community-driven conservation, and youth leadership across coastal communities.

Surfing helped nonprofit director connect to his Indigenous culture, build connection with community – San Diego Union-Tribune
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2022/09/04/surfing-helped-nonprofit-director-connect-to-his-indigenous-culture-build-connection-with-community/

Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/chumash-heritage/advisory/ 

Coastal Access:
https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Coastal-Access.pdf 

California Against the Sea: https://www.rosannaxia.com/book 

Celebrate Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month with the California Natural Resources Agency - https://resources.ca.gov/aapiheritagemonth 
 

