
Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resoures Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series

Mediterranean Climate Action Partnership - https://www.medclimate.org/
We are the global alliance of regions with a mediterranean climate, working together to adapt to drought, wildfire, and heat. 

Mediterranean Climate Action Partnership 2026 Annual Convening – 
https://www.medclimate.org/2026-convening   

Ioannis Giannopoulos, Regional Councilor, Regional Government of Central Greece
Regional Government of Central Greece https://pste.gov.gr/en/   
https://www.igiannopoulos.gr/  

Ioannis Giannopoulos was born in Patras, Greece, in 1985. In 2018 he was appointed as Full Professor for Geoinformation at Vienna University of Technology (TU Wien). Before coming to Vienna, Ioannis was a Postdoctoral Researcher and Lecturer at ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology). In 2015 he also successfully defended his doctoral thesis at ETH Zurich which was also honored with the ETH Culmann award for outstanding dissertations. He further holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Computer Science from Saarland University with a focus on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Human-Computer Interaction (HCI). Both, the Bachelor and Master thesis were conducted at the German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI). His publications are mostly focusing in the areas of HCI, Geographic Information Science and Artificial Intelligence. More specifically, his research interests lie in Urban Computing, LBS, Machine and Deep Learning, Eye Tracking, Pedestrian Navigation as well as Interaction in Virtual and Mixed Environments.

Javier Carrasco Eade, Director, Division of Regional Planning and Development, Regional Government of Biobío, Chile
https://gorebiobio.cl 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/javier-carrasco-eade/ 
Team of Urban Planners and Architects assigned by the Regional Government to support and coordinate restoring in settlements affected by the earthquake and tsunami of February 27, 2010.

Patrizia Bianconi, Italy Senior Expert in Ecological Transition and Climate Change, President's Cabinet, Regional Government of Emilia-Romagna, Italy
https://www.regione.emilia-romagna.it
Delegate for the Emilia-Romagna region for ecological transition and integrated climate change policies, she is a senior expert with extensive experience in managing projects and programs focused on sustainable development and climate change at international, national, and regional levels. With over 30 years of professional experience, she has actively promoted local economies and facilitated territorial cooperation while implementing and coordinating research activities related to climate change. She has supported numerous public institutions beyond the Emilia-Romagna region, including the Italian Ministry of Environment, the Italian Ministry of University and Research, the National Research Centre, and various private companies. Additionally, she collaborates as a lecturer in several specialized courses and master’s programs organized by universities and environmental agencies. Previously, she performed as the Technical Director at the Regional Development Agency of the Marche Region in Italy.www.linkedin.com/in/patrizia-bianconi-52277028?originalSubdomain=it 
Nadia Pellefigue, Vice President, Regional Government of Occitanie, France
Région Occitanie / Pyrénées-Méditerranée - https://www.laregion.fr/ 
Nadia Pellefigue's background is marked by her commitment to public service and her role in shaping policies that enhance educational and research institutions. Her experiences in the European Parliament and her involvement in the Occitanie region highlight her dedication to participatory democracy and gender equality. Pellefigue's leadership roles and her founding of 'Une Nouvelle Énergie' reflect her efforts to engage citizens and foster a more informed and inclusive democratic process.
Dr. Rabiah El Khamlichi, General Director of Services, Regional Council of Tangier-Tetuán-Al Hoceima
https://crtta.ma/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rabie-el-khamlichi-10129b209/ 

https://ladepeche24.com/conseil-regional-tanger-tetouan-al-hoceima-rabie-el-khamlichi-nomme-directeur-general-des-services-administratives/ 

Sam Carter, MCAP Secretariat, and Founding Principal, Resilient Cities Catalyst
https://www.medclimate.org/mcap-governance 
https://www.rcc.city 
Sam Carter is a (RCC).  In this role, he serves as RCC's lead on climate and urban transformation, and leads several strategic partnerships, including the California Resilience Partnership, through which he also led the San Diego Coastal Exchange and related regional activities. Sam holds an MPA in Public and Nonprofit Management from the Robert F. Wagner School for Public Service at NYU and a BA in Media Ecology from the Gallatin School of Individualized Study at NYU.

Partnerships
https://www.rcc.city/regional-resilience-partnerships 

Live Interviews 
Karen Shippey, Chief Director of Environmental Sustainability, Department of Environmental Affairs & Development Planning Western Cape, South Africa
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/ 
Ms. Shippey has over twenty-five years’ experience in the field of environmental management and sustainability. This includes 15 years as an Environmental Practitioner, working as a consultant in the environmental impact assessment, environmental management and policy fields. And more than 10 years in Province Government. She currently serves as Chief Director: Environmental Sustainability at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP) in the Western Cape, she is responsible for overseeing Biodiversity and Coastal Management, Climate Change, Sustainability and Green Economy teams. Since 2017 she has also been the technical Gender Focal Point for the Department and has developed a passion for Gender and Human Rights Mainstreaming in the Public Service.
Mary-Anne Healy, Director Climate Action and Landscape Partnerships of the Department for Environment and Water, Adelaide, South Australia
https://www.sa.gov.au/ 
Mary-Anne Healy is currently the Director of the Climate Change, Flood Risk & Coast Branch with the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) in South Australia. The branch is responsible for leading the South Australian government’s policy and programs to mitigate and adapt to climate change, including supporting the Premier’s Climate Change Council, an independent advisory board. 
The branch also coordinates DEW’s role as South Australia’s flood hazard disaster risk reduction leader, and coordinates the State's approach to prevent, prepare for and recover from flood events. The branch leads coastal policy and management, working closely with local governments across the state and supporting the Coast Protection Board in their role assessing development and advising government on planning policy in relation to coastal management. Previously Mary-Anne worked in National Parks, leading partnerships with non-government and government organizations and connecting people to nature through volunteering, citizen science, and activities in parks. She has led significant environmental strategy and policy projects including the South Australian Nature Conservation Directions Statement. Prior to that Mary-Anne was the Regional Director of the Alinytjara Wilurara (northwest) region of South Australia, working with First Nations communities managing natural resources across nearly a quarter of the state. In addition to her professional life, Mary-Anne has a strong background in social and community outcomes, having volunteered for several boards across sport, art, environmental and social enterprise organizations. Mary-Anne is a skilled facilitator and communicator, with extensive experience in strategy and policy, governance and engagement. She also enjoys being in nature and spending time with family and friends (usually involving food and wine!).
Celebrate EARTH DAY 2026 with the California Natural Resources Agency https://resources.ca.gov/EarthDay2026 

