Seasons Change - How Climate Change is Affecting
California Native American Traditional Seasons and Practices
Monday, November 17, 2025; from noon to 1 p.m. PST


Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency - https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

Native American Heritage Month: https://resources.ca.gov/nativeamericanheritagemonth 
  
- Tiana Williams, Director of the Wildlife Department, Yurok Tribe (Yurok tribal member)
- Don Hankins, Co-lead and Board Member, Indigenous Stewardship Network; Lead Author, Tribal and Indigenous Communities Report for California’s 5th Climate Assessment; Professor of Geography and Planning, Chico State; (Miwok tribal member).
- Ericka Lopez, Secretary, California Indian Basketweaves’ Association (Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians tribal member)

- Bryce Lewis-Smith, Senior Tribal Research Engagement Specialist for California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment (Potawatomi Nation citizen), California Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
Tiana Williams, Director of the Wildlife Department, Yurok Tribe (Yurok tribal member) https://www.yuroktribe.org/ 
https://www.yuroktribe.org/wildlife-department-staff 
Tiana Williams-Claussen is a member of the Yurok Tribe and comes from the village of Wehl-kwew’ on the Yurok Reservation. She received her BA in biochemical sciences from Harvard University, returned to serve her tribe, and is currently pursuing a master of sciences degree in natural resources from California Polytechnic State University, Humboldt, focusing on refining geospatial modeling for predicted California condor landscape use in the Pacific Northwest. Instrumental to formation of the Yurok Tribe Wildlife Department, she currently serves as department director. Her native upbringing and formal education allow her to bridge the gap between traditional understandings of the world, and those rooted in Western science, supporting a cohesive, well-informed approach to holistic ecosystem management.
Don Hankins, Co-lead and Board Member, Indigenous Stewardship Network; Lead Author, Tribal and Indigenous Communities Report for California’s 5th Climate Assessment; Professor of Geography and Planning, Chico State; (Miwok tribal member)
Indigenous Stewardship Network https://www.indigenousstewardship.org/newpageba1b84d2 
Don Hankins – Center for Water and the Environment – California State University at Chico: https://www.csuchico.edu/cwe/faculty-associates/hankins-don.shtml 
Don Hankins, Miwok, traditional cultural practitioner, consultant, and professor and field director at California State University - Chico. His expertise includes pyrogeography, sustainable water systems, conservation, planning, and Indigenous stewardship considering landscape scale, biodiversity, and resilience informed by his cultural knowledge. Don’s work includes conservation, stewardship, and policy engagement with a variety of organizations, agencies, and Indigenous entities in North America and Australia. He is also an accomplished artist with invited works exhibited regionally and internationally. Don enjoys making traditional arts including coiled and twined basketry, feather work, net making, and making fishing and hunting implements as well as bone and stone tools. He also works in a variety of contemporary media ranging from linoleum print making to photography. A focus of his contemporary works include the depiction of themes from traditional Miwok stories and other culturally significant themes, which naturally are a reflection of the environment.
This manuscript on Indigenous stewardship rights (fire focused) was published today in Fire Ecology. https://fireecology.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s42408-025-00393-0
Concepts of ecocultural stewardship and climate resilience: https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2310072121
Indigenous Stewardship Network https://www.indigenousstewardship.org/
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve https://www.csuchico.edu/bccer/
Ericka Lopez, Secretary, California Indian Basketweaves’ Association (Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians tribal member)

https://ciba.org/ 

Bio: Ericka Lopez is a Luiseno woman from the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians. She is currently enrolled at Los Angeles Pacific University for a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts. She learned to basket weave at a young age and has continued to practice and teach basketry in her community. Learning how to use, gather and process materials to create baskets both big and small. This is Ericka’s first term serving on CIBA and she looks forward to being able to continue to teach and learn about basketry.

Pesticides and Basketweaving: https://ciba.org/ciba-policy-statement-on-pesticides/ 




Bryce Lewis-Smith, Senior Tribal Research Engagement Specialist for California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment (Potawatomi Nation citizen) 
California Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation: https://lci.ca.gov/ 
Bio: Bryce Lewis-Smith (Citizen Potawatomi Nation) is the Senior Tribal Research Engagement Specialist for the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI). Bryce manages LCI’s Tribal Research Program to ensure meaningful and appropriate representation of tribal climate needs and priorities throughout California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment. His work is informed by community, Anishinaabe teachings of responsibility, and his care for the next seven generations.
California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment: https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/climate-assessment/ 
Learn About the Fifth Climate Change Assessment and its Partners! https://youtu.be/itM2UJp4-SU 
California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment Tribal Advisory Group welcomes three new members: https://lci.ca.gov/news/2025/07-30.html 
Takeaway Talking Points
Importance of tribal access, collaboration, land return, and stewardship.
30x30—tribes make up a key partner in meeting the State’s goal of conserving 30% of California’s lands and waters by 2030. 
· 30x30 website - https://www.californianature.ca.gov/ 
· [bookmark: _Hlk214272197]Prior SSS: Righting Historic Wrongs: Truth, Healing, and Tribal Stewardship Webinar https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtzwoIYpqXc 

Tribal Nature-Based Solutions grant program: https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Tribalaffairs/TribalNatureBasedSolutionsProgram 
Initiated out of support from 30x30 discussions, the Tribal Nature-Based Solutions grant program funds tribal nature-based solutions and ancestral land return.

Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Tribalaffairs/TribalStewardshipPolicyAndToolkit 
Opportunities and tools to support tribal access, collaboration, and land return

Natural Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-Solutions/CNRA-Report-2022---Final_Accessible.pdf   
Highlights priority nature-based climate solutions to address the climate crisis and identifies California Native American tribes as key partners

Outdoors for All https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Outdoors-For-All 
Emphasizes the importance of reconnecting original stewards to their homelands and the role of outdoor spaces in adapting to climate change.

Opportunities to support California Native American tribes in future climate work:

Climate Bond Prop 4 Funding - https://resources.ca.gov/Bonds-Oversight/Proposition-4-Climate-Bond

[bookmark: _Hlk214272467]LCI Tribal Research Grant Program: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/tribal-program/tribal-research-grant-program 

