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Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/ 
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

California Biodiversity Day - Celebrate with Us! 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e41fd4d77684d90abfda18fe10a1f22 

Governor Newsom Video: https://x.com/i/status/1833150911419646308 

Meghan Hertel, Deputy Secretary, Biodiversity, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Biodiversity-and-Habitat 
Meghan Hertel joined the California Natural Resources Agency in February 2024 as Deputy Secretary of Biodiversity and Habitat. In this role, Meghan leads the Agency’s efforts to conserve biodiversity and improve habitat across the state through the implementation of California’s 30x30 strategy and associated efforts including the Cutting Green Tape initiative and supporting the implementation of large-scale habitat projects. Before joining the Agency, Meghan served as North American Director for Land Life, a technology-driven, nature restoration company, and spent over a decade with Audubon California holding several positions including Director of Land and Water Conservation, where she led statewide conservation programs focused on inland water and working lands strategies.
[bookmark: _Hlk176780631]Pathways to 30x30 Annual Progress Report: https://www.resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/2024_30x30_Pathways_Progress_Report.pdf
30x30 California: https://www.californianature.ca.gov/ 
Local Roots, Global Impact Webinar: Celebrating Biodiversity Together: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tPbCGlybSbCG-Am_05axbQ#/registration 

Rudy Ortega, President, Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians – Native Sovereign Nation: https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/ 
Executive Branch – Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians: https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/government/executive-branch/ 
Rudy is a descendant of the Simi, Santa Clarita, and San Fernando Valleys. With a strong passion in tribal affairs, Rudy began shadowing his father, the late Rudy Ortega Sr., since he was a child and was first elected as Vice President for the FTBMI at the age of eighteen. Through this role, he assisted in the continuing efforts of the Tribe’s mission of protecting the rights of Fernandeño Tataviam as Native American people. Rudy assisted his Tribe in the reinvigoration of the Tribe’s non-profit, Pukúu Cultural Community Services (Pukúu) in 2004 to provide community programs to Native Americans living in the Los Angeles County as well as to sustain the Fernandeño Tataviam community.
Land Donation Marks Historic Return of Ancestral Territory to Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians: https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/historic-land-donation/ 
Announcement: Tataviam Land Conservancy! https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/announcement-tataviam-land-conservancy/ 
Laurie Wayburn, President and Co-Founder, Pacific Forest Trust
https://www.pacificforest.org/ 
https://www.pacificforest.org/about-us/staff/staff-bios/ 
Laurie Wayburn is Co-founder and President of Pacific Forest Trust. Ms. Wayburn is an accomplished forest and conservation innovator who advises policymakers at the state, regional, national, and international levels. She pioneers new approaches to develop sustainable resource economies using her deep experience in the fields of conservation, ecosystem services, and sustainability. A preeminent authority on the climate and ecosystem benefits of forests, she leads efforts enacting climate change and other ecosystem service policies that unite conservation and sustainable management with market-based approaches.	
Recipient of the Kingsbury Browne Conservation, James Irvine Foundation, and EPA Climate Leadership awards, Ms. Wayburn is a frequent speaker, writer, and media commentator on effective incentives for conservation and sustainable resource management.
Prior to co-founding Pacific Forest Trust with Constance Best in 1993, Ms. Wayburn worked internationally for 10 years in the United Nations Environment Program and Ecological Sciences Division of UNESCO. She later served as Executive Director of the Point Reyes Bird Observatory and was the Founder and first Coordinator of the Central California Coast Biosphere Reserve. Ms. Wayburn is a graduate of Harvard University and currently serves on the Land Trust Alliance Leadership Council.
Conservation Projects - Pacific Forest Trust: https://www.pacificforest.org/conservation-projects/ 
California’s NBS Climate Targets 2024: https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-Solutions/Californias-NBS-Climate-Targets-2024.pdf 
AB1757 Expert Advisory Committee Recommendations - Pacific Forest Trust: https://www.pacificforest.org/ab1757-expert-advisory-committee-recommendations/ 
Nancy Wahl-Scheurich, Executive Director, California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
https://carcd.org/ 
Bio: https://carcd.org/page/staff 
Nancy joined the CARCD team in early 2020 as a Project Coordinator. She soon moved to a Project Manager role and then became the Pollinator and Wildlife Habitat Program Manager. She served as Interim Executive Director from August to December 2022. When a new Executive Director was hired, she transitioned into a dual role as Deputy Director and Program Manager for Pollinator & Wildlife Habitat. She was appointed as the Executive Director in November of 2023. 
Nancy leverages her passion for sustainability and social justice and private sector project management/coordination experience – along with 10 years as an eco-entrepreneur – to get the job done. Earlier in her career, Nancy held management and executive positions in the software industry, with a focus on international business. While her children were young, she consulted and taught business courses at CSU Monterey Bay. Prior to joining CARCD, Nancy founded a company that manufactured energy efficient lighting products made in the USA from recycled e-waste plastic, and co-founded another dedicated to bringing clean, affordable electricity to un-electrified communities in Africa. She has a BS in Business Administration, a BA in French and Inter-American studies, and an MS in Marketing. She speaks Spanish, French, and German and is studying Swahili in her spare time. Nancy is a native Californian, currently living in Santa Cruz.
What are RCDs: https://carcd.org/page/rcds 
Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs) work to be Relevant, Excellent, and Visible go-to hubs for natural resource conservation and agriculture on public and private lands at local, regional, state, tribal, and federal levels. We were designed to evolve with the changing needs of people and the land, to ensure that California is home to thriving and resilient communities, landscapes, and economies.

Fighting Fire with Good Fire: 
https://www.pacificforest.org/fighting-fire-with-good-fire-prescribed-burning-101-on-mccloud-soda-springs/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsScQ3TNQ8M&ab_channel=PacificForestTrust

Margaret Park-Robinson, Chief Planning Officer, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians: https://www.aguacaliente.org/ 
Bio: In her position as the Chief Planning Officer for the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Margaret leads a diverse team managing all facets of land use including land planning and development, natural resources, water resources, historic & cultural preservation, GIS, real estate, grants and emergency services on the 32,000-acre Agua Caliente Indian Reservation. Prior to her position with the Tribe, Margaret worked 8 years as a planner in local government and spent 6 years with a private sector engineering and planning firm.
Palm Canyon land returned to the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians: https://www.aguacaliente.org/press-releases 
Sarah Newkirk, Executive Director, Land Trust of Santa Cruz County 
Land Trust of Santa Cruz County: https://landtrustsantacruz.org/ 
Bio: https://landtrustsantacruz.org/our-team/ 
Sarah Newkirk has been the Executive Director of the Land Trust of Santa Cruz County since 2021. She is an energetic conservation strategist with a passion for bringing nature into communities by calling attention to the myriad values that the land has for people. With her guidance, the Land Trust has matured into a regional conservation leader, with 25 full-time staff implementing the bold new strategic initiatives of its 5-Years-to-50 Conservation Roadmap.
Prior to joining the Land Trust, Sarah was a leader in advancing climate change resilience at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for 16 years. As the Director of Disaster Resilience for TNC in California, she led a team focused on protecting natural areas around communities as a strategy for insulating them from natural disasters. In this role, Sarah initiated a first-of-its-kind strategic partnership between TNC and FEMA with the goal of mobilizing new federal investment in conservation through hazard mitigation grant programs. Sarah’s achievements with the Land Trust of Santa Cruz County include protecting its flagship Rocks Ranch property, completing a new trail network in the San Vicente Redwoods, and successfully completing the $21M Nature Connections campaign.
Learn more about Land Trusts throughout California: https://calandtrusts.org/ 
Learn more about the Beach Ranch Project: https://landtrustsantacruz.org/articles/acquisition-and-protection-of-beach-ranch-will-restore-wetlands-and-build-resilience-to-impacts-of-climate-change/ 
