Secretary Speaker Series
Not On Our Watch: Stopping More Oil Drilling on California’s Coast
Thursday, January 15, 2026, from noon to 1 p.m.


Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Panelists: 
- Laurie Davies, Assemblywoman, California’s 74th Assembly District (Orange County)
- Justin Cummings, 3rd District Supervisor, Santa Cruz County
- Jon R. Siepmann, Executive Director, Governor's Military Council, State of California
- Richard (Dick) Ogg, Bodega Bay Fisherman and President of Bodega Bay Fisherman's Marketing Association
- Jennifer Savage, California Policy Associate Director, Surfrider Foundation
What’s Happening – Stop New Offshore Drilling (courtesy of Surfrider Foundation)
The current administration is officially pursuing an unprecedented and dangerous new offshore drilling plan that will open vast stretches of U.S. coastlines up to new offshore oil and gas drilling. 
The Department of the Interior is proposing a new 5-Year Offshore Drilling Plan that includes California, the Gulf of Mexico, including the previously protected waters off Florida, and Alaska, including the pristine High Arctic, where drilling has never been attempted before because of the hazards. Right now, the agency is inviting public comments until Friday, January 23, 2026.
Offshore drilling is a dirty and dangerous practice that harms the environment, communities, and businesses, while worsening climate change. Further, new oil and gas leasing is not needed to meet our nation’s energy needs. The U.S. has been a net oil exporter since 2020 and hit an all-time high of domestic oil production in 2024.
Interior Launches Expansive 11th National Offshore Leasing Program to Advance U.S. Energy Dominance/ Secretary Signs Order to Unleash American Offshore Energy:https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-launches-expansive-11th-national-offshore-leasing-program-advance-us-energy 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Oil and Gas Leasing Program: https://www.boem.gov/oil-gas-energy/national-program/11thnationalocsprogram1stanalysisandproposal
Info on People’s Hearings:  https://www.surfrider.org/news/peoples-hearings-on-offshore-drilling-unite-california 
How to submit comments to BOEM: https://www.regulations.gov/document/BOEM-2025-0483-0001 

NEPA: https://ceq.doe.gov/ 

Laurie Davies, Assemblywoman, California’s 74th Assembly District (Orange County): https://ad74.asmrc.org/ 
Biography Davies: https://ad74.asmrc.org/biography/ 
Assemblywoman Laurie Davies represents California’s 74th Assembly District, which includes southern Orange County and northern San Diego County communities such as Dana Point, Laguna Niguel, San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano, Oceanside, Vista, Camp Pendleton, and Fallbrook.
Assemblywoman Davies has focused on delivering practical solutions for California families. Last year, she authored legislation to ensure high school students receive information about trade schools and apprenticeship opportunities, opening more pathways to success beyond a traditional college route. Her work on coastal erosion led to two bills signed into law, firstly ensuring those on any Coastal Commission task force have professional knowledge about coastal erosion prevention as well as streamlining access to Coastal Commission grants to accelerate local erosion prevention projects.

SB 237:https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260sb237 

CA Department of Conservation: https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Pages/SB237.aspx 

Justin Cummings, Third District Supervisor Justin Cummings
District 3 https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx 
Santa Cruz County Home: https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/ 
Justin Cummings was elected as Third District Supervisor in November 2022 and is the first African American to serve on the County Board of Supervisors. He was central coast coastal commissioner from 2023 – May 2025 and previously served as Chair of the California Coastal Commission. 
Justin grew up on the South Side of Chicago and attended Eastern Illinois University where he received a bachelors in Spanish and Biology.  In 2007, Justin moved to Santa Cruz to pursue a Ph.D. at UCSC in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.  His Ph.D. research focused on invasive species management and tropical forest restoration in Panama.
Coastal Protection Act/Join Us: https://www.savemycoast.org/ 
What is seabed mining: Seabed mining is the extraction of critical mineral resources from the ocean floor. 
What We Know About Deep-Sea Mining and What We Don’t - World Resources Institute: https://www.wri.org/insights/deep-sea-mining-explained 
Prevent Seabed mining: https://surfrider.advocacyai.com/action/stopharmfulseabedmining 
Inter Seabed Authority: https://www.isa.org.jm/ 
Save Our Shores: https://saveourshores.org/

Jon R. Siepmann, Executive Director, Governor's Military Council, State of California
https://militarycouncil.ca.gov/ 

Jon Siepmann is a retired military officer with more than 33 years of service including multiple tours of duty in Afghanistan and the middle east as well as a broad range of other missions both domestically and overseas. He has a breadth of experience in combat operations, anti-terrorism, emergency operations, logistics, strategic communications and public relations.
He currently serves as the Executive Director of the Governor's Military Council in California. A retired Army officer, he continues his service in California's State Guard.	
California is home to more than 30 federal military installations that are vital to our national security and the United States Department of Defense directly employs more than 236,000 people in California. In an effort to protect and expand the military’s vital role in national security and California’s economy, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. established the Governor’s Military Council and appointed former Congresswoman and Under Secretary of State Ellen Tauscher as chair. The Governor’s Military Council works to protect California’s military installations and operations amid ongoing United States Department of Defense budget cuts, and leverage changes in federal military strategy to position the state to continue innovation and leadership in its military mission.
California Military Bases: https://militarycouncil.ca.gov/s_californiamilitarybases/ 

The Sikes Act: https://www.fws.gov/law/sikes-act 
Richard (Dick) Ogg – Bodega Bay Fisherman
California Fishermen Resiliency Association “https://www.californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/about 

Dungeness Crab Task Force - California Ocean Protection Council https://opc.ca.gov/dungeness-crab-task-force 

Dick is a commercial fisherman and has been in Sonoma County for over 62 years. His objective is to support the environment while maintaining a viable, sustainable fishery that serves as a public resource. Richard (Dick) Ogg is a founding member of the California Fisherman’s Resiliency Association (CFRA) and is the President of the Bodega Bay Fisherman’s Marketing Association. Ogg also serves on numerous committees that support west coast fisheries such as the Dungeness Crab Task Force, the Dungeness Crab Gear Working Group, and more. 
“I began my fishing career with my grandfather in Oklahoma, who was a member of the Ponca tribe. He helped me gain a better understanding of nature's process and at age 6 helped set me on my path to become a fisherman.”
Jennifer Savage, California Policy Associate Director, Surfrider Foundation
https://www.surfrider.org/ 
Drilling is Killing: https://www.surfrider.org/drilling-is-killing 
Tell the Trump Admin to Stop New Offshore Drilling: https://surfrider.advocacyai.com/action/1H4hEiM24fiyJBXxb3 
Info on People’s Hearings:  https://www.surfrider.org/news/peoples-hearings-on-offshore-drilling-unite-california
Attend these People’s Hearing events:
Share your voice:
Tell the Trump Admin to Stop New Offshore Drilling: https://surfrider.advocacyai.com/action/1H4hEiM24fiyJBXxb3 
[bookmark: _Hlk219365560]Info on People’s Hearings:  https://www.surfrider.org/news/peoples-hearings-on-offshore-drilling-unite-california 
Santa Barbara People's Hearing: https://volunteer.surfrider.org/opportunities/XwG2VHNcvJ 
Bay Area People's Hearing: https://volunteer.surfrider.org/timeslots/Ity4rUhU9q 
Eureka People's Hearing: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-forum-to-oppose-offshore-oil-drilling-featuring-rep-huffman-tickets-1980029692110 

