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AAPI Trailblazers: Bold Leaders Advocating for the Environment
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Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series
CNRA AAPI Month 2025 Events – Celebrate with us! https://resources.ca.gov/Asian-American-and-Pacific-Islander-Heritage-Month
Celebrate Pride Month with CNRA - resources.ca.gov/Pride  
Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 
Allison Chin (they/them), Sierra Club President 
https://www.sierraclub.org/ 
First person of color to serve as Sierra Club president, life-long environmentalist raised and based in California. 

Allison Chin is a longtime Sierra Club volunteer and former President of the Sierra Club Board of Directors. A retired biologist, Allison worked in the biotechnology sector before shifting their focus to environmental advocacy and nonprofit leadership. They joined the Sierra Club in the early 1980s and spent more than two decades as an Outings leader with Inspiring Connections Outdoors, leading over 200 trips to help young people build meaningful connections with nature. 
Elected to the Sierra Club Board in 1999, they made history in 2008 as the organization’s first Asian American and first person of color to serve as Board President. In addition to their continued volunteer leadership with the Sierra Club, Allison is a co‑founder of the Green Leadership Trust and has served on the boards of Women’s Voice for the Earth and the North American Association for Environmental Education. They live in California and remain committed to advancing equity, inclusion, and environmental stewardship.

Meet Allison Chin, Sierra Club Trailblazer | Sierra Club: 

https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2023/05/allison-chin-elected-sierra-club-board-president



Khydeeja Alam, Executive Director of California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs (CAPIAA) 
Khydeeja Alam is the first South Asian woman to serve as Executive Director of the California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs (CAPIAA). With over 18 years of experience in California public policy and public relations, Khydeeja has driven transformative change, advanced legislation, and secured billions in state budget investments. Her work has advanced equity and opportunity across the state.
Before joining the Commission, Khydeeja served as Director of External and Legislative Affairs at California Volunteers, Office of the Governor, appointed by Governor Newsom. There, she led initiatives that expanded two major service programs, securing California the Innovation in Policy Making Award and increasing statewide service opportunities for thousands of youth and young adults.
Earlier, Khydeeja spent over a decade as Senior Director of Policy and Advocacy at Catalyst California, where her organizing and advocacy work drove systemic changes, improved equity in education, economic opportunities, and representation on behalf of marginalized communities, and created a new grade level in the state of California.
Named as one of the 2024-25 AAPI Change Makers of the Year by the Sacramento Bee, Khydeeja is proud to represent and serve her community. She was also recognized among the top 40 Under 40 AAPI political professionals by NAAPPPA.
Khydeeja serves on the advisory boards of the University of California Center Sacramento (UCCS) and California State University Student Achievement Program (CSU SAP). Previously, she held leadership roles at CAIR CA as Board President of CAIR Sacramento Valley/Central CA. She served on the Governor’s Statewide Childhood Policy Council and the Educare California Silicon Valley Board.
Khydeeja’s journey as an immigrant to driving impactful policies reflects her resilience, vision, and commitment to public service. A proud graduate of UC Berkeley, she is dedicated to building a more inclusive and equitable California while inspiring others to lead with purpose and passion.
Programs & Initiatives | California Commission on APIA Affairs: https://capiaa.ca.gov/programs/ 
AAPI Economic Summit | California Commission on APIA Affairs https://capiaa.ca.gov/aapi-economic-summit/ 

CAPIAA Welcomes Its New Executive Director, Khydeeja Alam | California Commission on APIA Affairs 
https://www.sacbee.com/news/equity-lab/representation/article283408938.html
Damon Nagami, Sr. Attorney and Sr. Director of Equity, and Justice Initiatives with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 

NRDC Bio Link: https://www.nrdc.org/bio/damon-nagami
Verde Exchange Conference: Verde Exchange
Mr. Damon Nagami is a senior attorney and the Senior Director of Equity, and Justice Initiatives with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) within their Environment, Equity, and Justice Center (EEJC). He leads equity-focused initiatives that leverage NRDC’s program expertise and frontline partnerships to improve community outcomes and advance equity-driven, community-based solutions through EEJC’s policy advocacy efforts. 
Before joining the EEJC, Mr. Nagami directed NRDC’s Southern California Ecosystems Project, leading policy and advocacy efforts focused on oil and gas impacts, equitable access to nature for low-income communities of color, habitat conservation, environmental protection, and community-centered revitalization initiatives across Southern California. 
 Nagami practiced environmental law in Los Angeles, specializing in contaminated property litigation, Clean Air Act compliance, and litigation under various environmental laws, including CERCLA and the Clean Water Act. He holds a bachelor’s degree in environmental science for the University of California, Berkeley, and a Juris Doctor (J.D.) form the University of California College of the Law, San Francisco.   

Noaki Schwartz, Deputy Secretary for Equity and Environmental Justice, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Equity-and-Environmental-Justice 
Noaki Schwartz joined the Natural Resources Agency in March 2023. As the Deputy Secretary for Equity and Environmental Justice, Noaki works across our more than 26 member departments, boards and conservancies to ensure we are helping all Californians thrive. This means making sure our funding processes are more accessible, that the full talent pool has access to state jobs, that government decision-making is fair and transparent, that we celebrate the diversity that make us American and so much more. Noaki was the Deputy Director of Communications, Environmental Justice and Tribal Affairs at the California Coastal Commission, where she worked for eight years.
CNRA Equityand Environemental Justice Policies
https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Equity-and-Environmental-Justice/Equity-and-Environmental-Justice-Policies 
CNRA Careers: https://resources.ca.gov/careers 

