Secretary Speaker Series
Standing With Science: Standing with Science Strengthening Science-informed Decision Making in the Golden State

Tuesday, June 17, 2025; from noon to 1pm

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series

Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation: California 5th Climate Assessment: https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/climate-assessment/ 
Dr. Andrew Jones, Science Advisor, California Natural Resources Agency
Andy Jones is an Earth scientist who works at the interface of human and environmental systems. His research uses quantitative models and data analysis to understand climate change and human-Earth system interactions at decision-relevant scales. He collaborates with social scientists and interacts closely with stakeholders to understand how science can more effectively provide actionable insight into strategies for increasing resilience of energy water, food, and urban systems.
More about the Science Advisor role at the Natural Resources Agency – CCST https://ccst.us/wp-content/uploads/Natural-Resources-Science-Advisor.pdf 
More on Andrew here: https://erg.berkeley.edu/people/andrew-d-jones/ 
Learn more about Andy’s Research here: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andrew-Jones-17 
Dr. Julianne McCall, CEO, California Council on Science and Technology
https://ccst.us/  
https://ccst.us/people/staff/julianne-mccall-2/  
Bio: Julianne McCall, PhD, is the CEO of CCST. As CEO, McCall serves as the lead liaison to state and national leaders in policy, philanthropy, and science and technology related issues. As such, she is responsible for developing responsive programs and services to provide science, engineering, and technical advice to the State of California’s government—listening and engaging to advance CCST’s role as a thought leader in the science policy community. McCall is also the chief executive responsible for CCST’s administration, fundraising, budgeting, and overseeing the CCST Science & Technology Policy Fellowship. Working with the board of directors, she will be the point person for CCST’s ambition to further deepen the ties between the state government and CCST’s partner institutions.
CCST Annual Report 2024-25 - California Council on Science & Technology (CCST): https://ccst.us/reports/ccst-annual-report-2024-25/ 
Science Day 2025: https://ccst.us/scientists-and-policy-experts-cut-across-sectors-toward-successful-partnerships-at-science-day-2025/ 
Dr. Genevieve (Genny) Biggs, Program Director, Wildfire Resilience Initiative & Special Projects, The Moore Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation: https://www.moore.org/   
Dr. Steven Monfort, Executive Director, Natural Reserve System, Office of Research & Innovation, University of California System
https://ucnrs.org/steve-monfort-is-the-new-executive-director-of-the-uc-natural-reserve-  
California Biodiversity Network  https://cabiodiversitynetwork.org/ 
Steve has conducted research for over 20 years at the Zoological Society of San Diego,
the University of California, Davis, and the Smithsonian National Zoological Park and
Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI). He initiates and conducts projects in the
broad discipline of reproductive physiology and endocrinology, and at SCBI he
provided clinical veterinary care for animals.
30x30 California - https://www.californianature.ca.gov/ 
California Sentinel Sites for Nature - https://cassn.org/ 
What is a Sentinel Site: A Sentinel Site is a property or other geographic area where long-term, standardized SSN monitoring and data protocols are being implemented, and instrumentation is installed and maintained to accomplish climate and biodiversity monitoring goals.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife - Science: Climate and Biodiversity Monitoring
[bookmark: 58334]California Sentinel Sites for Nature: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Science-Institute/Climate-Biodiversity-Monitoring 
CDFW Sentinel Sites
The CDFW Science Institute, Lands, Wildlife Diversity, and Cannabis Programs have worked together to establish sentinel sites on select Wildlife Areas and Ecological Reserves across the state. These sites were chosen to reflect the wide range of climate conditions and ecosystem types in California (e.g., coastal, deserts, high-elevation mountain sites, valleys, foothills, etc.).
Dr. Louise Conrad, Lead Scientist, Department of Water Resources
https://water.ca.gov/ 
Bio: https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team 
Louise Conrad joined DWR as its Lead Scientist in July 2022. The Lead Scientist position provides science leadership for the agency by ensuring and advancing best practices and capacity for conducting science, by tracking and prioritizing scientific initiatives and direction, and by providing science-related policy guidance to the DWR Directorate.
Prior to serving as the Lead Scientist, Conrad was the Deputy Executive Officer for Science at the Delta Stewardship Council, where she focused on science funding processes, science communication, and coordination of scientific initiatives to inform decision-making for Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. She worked for DWR from 2010 to 2019 within the Division of Integrated Science and Engineering where she conducted research in floodplain ecology, impacts of drought on the Delta ecosystem, control of invasive aquatic weeds, and worked closely with the Interagency Ecological Program to advance synthesis of long-term environmental monitoring datasets. Prior to working in the Delta system, Conrad worked for the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission in the Russian River watershed of California, co-managing a captive broodstock and reintroduction program for endangered coho salmon.
Conrad is a fisheries biologist by training and earned her Ph.D. in Animal Behavior from the University of California, Davis in 2008.
Department of Water Resources
California Water Watch: https://cww.water.ca.gov/forecast 
Water Shortage Vulnerability Tool: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ae1b4e3e41004f07b4901a7a3fa50637/page/Overview?org=DWR 
New Watershed Studies Highlight How the San Joaquin Basin Can Turn Floods into Opportunities: https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2025/Dec-25/New-Watershed-Studies-Highlight-How-the-San-Joaquin
DWR Partnerships in the Yolo Bypass-Cache Slough Region: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adbd96e04949462691aabbab9c668204 
Water Resources Science Symposium
https://water.ca.gov/News/Events/2025/Sep-25/Water-Resources-Science-Symposium 
DWR Environmental DNA Strategy: https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/What-We-Do/Science/Files/eDNA_Strategy.pdf 
