Panelist Information and Resources
Capturing Carbon: California’s Path to Climate-Safe Future

Celebrate Disability Pride Month with us: https://resources.ca.gov/disabilitypride 

Rajinder Sahota, Deputy Executive Officer - Climate Change & Research, 
California Air Resources Board - https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/ 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/about/leadership/rajinder-sahota 

In 2021, Rajinder Sahota would be appointed Deputy Executive Office for Climate Change and Research at California’s Air Resources Board after joining in 2002 as an Air Pollution Specialist. As Deputy, Rajinder leads various CARB teams in running the AB 32 Climate Change Scoping Plan, which leads the path towards achieving California’s climate targets through progress tracking and pathway development, as well as the Cap-and-Trade Program, Low Carbon Fuels Standards, energy and climate policy work, fuels programs, and research initiatives on public health and environmental protection.
In the over two decades she has been with CARB, Rajinder has accomplished many feats, including those that relate to children's-health air-quality studies, locomotive diesel emission reductions, California’s first-ever greenhouse gas reporting and verification system, the 2017 and 2022 Scoping Plan updates, and the first Integrated Resource Targets under SB 350. Rajinder would graduate from the University of California, Davis with a BS and MS in Atmospheric Sciences.
2022 Scoping Plan Update - https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-04/2022-sp.pdf 
Carbon Sequestration: Carbon Capture, Removal, Utilization, and Storage - https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/carbon-sequestration-carbon-capture-removal-utilization-and-storage 
CCS Protocol Under the Low Carbon Fuel Standard https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/CCS_Protocol_Under_LCFS_8-13-18_ada.pdf 
Compliance Offset Protocol US Forest Projects (June 25, 2015): https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/cap-and-trade/protocols/usforest/forestprotocol2015.pdf 

Baani Behniwal, Carbon Drawdown Director, Climate Center
https://theclimatecenter.org/about/people/baani-behniwal/ 
https://theclimatecenter.org/

Baani Behniwal would join the Climate Center in June 2022 as a Drawdown Initiative Manager, serving now as a Carbon Drawdown Director. At the Climate Center, Banni works to on projects that help with the removal of nature-based carbon to fight climate change and protect the natural world, as well as leading the policy work on the emerging carbon dioxide removal market. Prior to joining the Climate Center, Baani would help farmer communities gain funding for emergency services during natural disasters for two years from 2021-2022 while working for the Community Alliance with Family Famers. She would also help advocate for circular-economy policy, the reduction of single-use plastic, and a more sustainable organic-waste management system through her work at Californians Against Waste, where she held the position of a policy analyst and registered lobbyist from 2019-2021. She would graduate with an MA in Natural Resources and Sustainable Development from Costa Rica’s Universidad para la Paz in 2017, going on to study at American University where she would graduate with an MA in International Affairs.
Carbon Drawdown - https://theclimatecenter.org/our-work/carbon-drawdown/ 
Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) https://theclimatecenter.org/carbon-drawdown/carbon-dioxide-removal-in-california/ 

Accelerating Restoration: https://acceleratingrestoration.org/ 
Amanda Hansen, Deputy Secretary for Climate Change, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Climate-Change https://resources.ca.gov/
Amanda Hanser joined the California Natural Resources Agency team as Deputy Secretary for Climate Change in April 2019 and has since helped with efforts pertaining to California’s climate impacts and helping find nature-based solutions to the state's climate goals. Additionally, Amanda is the main coordinator for both national and international climate engagement. Before joining the CNRA, from 2013 to 2017, she worked in the New York Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery as a Director of the NY Rising Community Reconstruction Program, as well as working as Deputy Associate Director for Policy Outreach on the Council on Environmental Quality in the Executive Office of the President under President Obama from 2012 to 2014, Chief of Staff to the Chair of the UN Climate Negotiations at the US Department of State for 6 years from 2009 to 2010, a Campaign Manager and Policy Advisor at the US Mission to the United Nations in 2006, and a Communication and Outreach Staffer for the United States Environmental Protection Agency. Amanda would receive her BA in Environmental Science and Sociology from Wesleyan University, going on to earn her MA in Public Policy and Environmental Policy from the University of Maryland School of Public Policy.
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are
Expanding Nature-Based Solutions: https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-Solutions 
Nature Based Solutions Climate Summits: https://tnc.swoogo.com/nbssummits2026/12081459?i=hLVczfhs9tLpw14oI8aIvH3PnxwGJJlz 
Le-Quyen Nguyen, Deputy Secretary for Energy, California Natural Resources Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Deputy-Secretary-for-Energy
Transitioning to Clean Energy: https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Transitioning-to-Clean-Energy.
Appointment by Governor Gavin Newsom, Le-Quyen Nguyen joined the California Natural Resources Agency in April of 2022 as Deputy Secretary for Energy. As Deputy Secretary, Le-Quyen directly guides energy policy and programs to follow California’s energy and decarbonization goals. Before the CNRA, she held various positions at the California Energy Commission, notably, she would work as a Chief of Staff to Chair David Hochschild (2019- ), Interim Chief of Staff to Vice Chair Siva Funda (2021-2022), Manager of the Supply Analysis Office at the CEC, Advisor to Commissioner Karen Douglas (2015-2019), Energy Commission Specialist, Associate Energy Specialist and Energy Analyst (2007-2014). Le-Quyen earned her BA in Biological Sciences from the University of California, Riverside.

Jeremy Lancaster State Geologist, California Geological Survey, Department of Conservation
Appointed California’s State Geologist, Jeremy Lancaster has been leading the Department of Conservation’s California Geological Survey (CGS) since October of 2023. He initially joined the CGS in 2006 as an Engineering Geologist, a position he held until July of 2016, where he worked primarily on efforts with the Geological Mapping Program and helped map over 10,000 square miles of California; most recently, he has served as Associate State Geologist focused on hazard mitigation and climate adaptation. After graduating from California State Polytechnic University in Pomona with a BS in Geology, he would work at California’s Department of Transportation until 2006 as an Engineering Geologist. As California’s State Geologist, he leads projects focused on geological carbon sequestration and removal, saying that California’s geology can be used to “store carbon that has been captured by industrial processes deep below ground as we drive toward achieving carbon neutrality by 2045.”

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/about/state-geologists 
Getting to Neutral: https://gs.llnl.gov/sites/gs/files/2021-08/getting_to_neutral.pdf

Chris Gould, Executive Vice President and Chief Sustainability Officer, TerraVault - California Resources Corporation https://www.crc.com/carbon-terravault 
Chris Gould serves as Managing Director and Chief Sustainability Officer at Carbon TerraVault (CTV), an organization that works to capture industrial carbon from the atmosphere to meet California’s climate goals and support an energy transition, where he has been working since 2021. Before working for CTV, Chris would spend over a decade with Exelon, a leading energy company, working as Senior Vice President of Corporate Strategy and Chief Innovation and Sustainability Officer, where he would develop plans for climate mitigation and adaptation transitions. Chris would graduate from Penn State University in 1993 with a BS in Civil and Environmental Engineering, he would then go on to graduate from the University of Pittsburgh Joseph M Katz Graduate School of Business in 1999 with an MBA in Finance. As Managing Director and Chief Sustainability Officer at CTV, Chris works directly on portfolios pertaining to the capture and storage of carbon and air.

Where does CO2 go: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2pqm556Ij8 

Carbon capture and storage (CCS): Carbon capture and storage (CCS) is a set of technologies designed to remove carbon dioxide (CO₂) from industrial emissions or directly from the atmosphere before it is released into the atmosphere, and then store it permanently underground to help mitigate climate change

CRC Achieves First CO₂ Injection at Carbon TerraVault I, a Major Milestone for Carbon Management in California
https://www.crc.com/news-releases/news-release-details/california-resources-corporation-achieves-first-co2-injection 

