Panelist Links and Background
Pride in Belonging: LGBTQ2S+ Leaders Protecting California’s People and Nature
Wednesday, June 10, 2026; Noon-1 p.m.

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series
Celebrate Pride Month with CNRA - resources.ca.gov/Pride  
Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources
Senator John Laird, current Senator and former CNRA Secretary
Senator Laird’s webpage: https://sd17.senate.ca.gov/ 
CA Legislative LGBTQ Caucus: https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/  

Senator John Laird has been serving as the CA State Senator for District 17 since 2020, and was re-elected to State Senate in November 2024, and was one of the first openly gay men to serve in the California Legislature. In his tenure as Senator, Senator Laird has authored dozens of bills addressing fentanyl overdose reversal drugs, survival benefits for families of fallen officers, services for foster youth in community colleges, support for older Californians living with HIV, protections against excessive rents for mobile home residents, and much more. He is currently working on mitigation funding tied to the Diablo Canyon Power Plant operations, streamlining permitting for the Pajaro Valley flood protection projects, and expanding access to HIV prevention medication.

Senator Laird is a member of member of California’s Legislative LGBTQ Caucus; a forum where California Legislators discuss issues that affect LGBTQ Californians and to further the goal of equality and justice for all Californians. California is the first state in the United States to officially form a caucus of openly-LGBTQ state legislators and continues to be a leader of progress for all Americans. 

Prior to being Senator, he was appointed Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency by Governor Jerry Brown and served as Secretary from 2011 to 2019 where he oversaw a $10 billion budget and 25 statewide departments, commissions, and conservancies.

Senator Laird was elected to the California Assembly in 2002 and was reelected in 2004 and 2006 and during that time authored 82 bills that were signed into law.

In 1983, Laird was one of the first openly gay mayors in the United States when he became Mayor for the city of Santa Cruz. As Mayor, he worked with the environmental organization Save Our Shores to lead local governments in the fight against proposed offshore oil drilling to support designation of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. He also served as Santa Cruz City Councilmember, and member of the Cabrillo College board of trustees. 

Laird was raised in Vallejo by two parents who were educators. He graduated from UC Santa Cruz in 1972 after studying politics, and his undergraduate thesis was on the history of water development in CA. 

Senator Laird is very active with the LGBTQ+ community in Santa Cruz as a columnist for the Lavender Reader, a commentator on “closed free radio” on a local UC Santa Cruz radio station, founding member of the International Network of Gay and Lesbian Officials, and founding member of the Santa Cruz AIDS Project. 

Senator Laird speaks fluent Spanish, lives in Santa Cruz with his incredibly talented watercolor artist husband, John Flores, and he is known affectionately within the queer affinity group at DWR as accepting the honor of having the AQUA duck mascot named “Laird.” 

May 2026 edition of the “John’s Journal” newsletter including a Capitol Update: https://sd17.senate.ca.gov/news/johns-journal-may-2026-edition 


E. Joaquin Esquivel, Chair, State Water Resources Control Board
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/board_members/ 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ 
E. Joaquin Esquivel was appointed to the State Water Resources Control Board by Governor Jerry Brown in March 2017, designated as chair by Governor Gavin Newsom in February 2019, and reappointed in 2021. 

Previously, he served as Assistant Secretary for federal water policy at the California Natural Resources Agency in the Governor's Washington, D.C. office, where he facilitated the development of policy priorities between the agency, the Governor's Office, the California Congressional delegation, and federal stakeholder agencies.

Chair Esquivel worked for US Senator Barbara Boxer of California, and most recently as her legislative assistant covering the agriculture, Native American, water, oceans, and nutrition portfolios, in addition to being the director of Information and Technology.

He serves on the Public Policy Institute of California Water Policy Center Advisory Council. He holds a BA from the University of California, Santa Barbara in English.

PPIC Water Policy Center Advisory Council: https://www.ppic.org/water/advisory-council/ 

Bree Lindsey (she/her), Executive Director, Adventure Risk Challenge
Adventure Risk Challenge: https://adventureriskchallenge.org/ 
https://adventureriskchallenge.org/about-us/staff/ 
Bree has a background in nonprofit leadership with a focus on youth development, wilderness expeditions, and the intersection of K–12 and higher education. She began her career in North Georgia and has since worked in Alaska, Wisconsin, and California. She holds a B.S. in Outdoor Leadership with a minor in Appalachian Studies and Community Engagement, an M.A. in Outdoor Adventure Leadership, and is currently pursuing a doctorate with a focus on equity and self-efficacy in outdoor education. Bree has been a Wilderness First Responder since 2013, shortly after her first backpacking trip. In her free time, Bree is an adaptive ski instructor and avid cyclist. She appreciates reading the work of bell hooks, Zora Neale Hurston, and Mary Oliver, and enjoys life with her wife and their two cats, Cricket and Leo.

What is ARC: Adventure Risk Challenge (ARC) is a youth development and outdoor education nonprofit dedicated to facilitating an immersive, multi-year program progression that increases access to four goals areas – literacy development, outdoor experiences, leadership development, and community building – for rural, low-income and English Learner high school students. Through ARC’s programming, students develop positive social and cooperative skills, raise their overall academic performance, learn about their role in stewardship of our natural environment, and become more engaged members of their communities.

Stay connected with ARC and our mission to create transformative outdoor and literacy experiences that build confidence, leadership, and a sense of belonging for young people. Learn more about our work in the Central Valley and Tahoe regions here: https://adventureriskchallenge.org

Apply to ARC: https://adventureriskchallenge.org/apply/ 

Tyler Roosden, Vice President of Outings, Great Outdoors California (San Diego)
Great Outdoors California https://greatoutdoors.org/landing 
Great Outdoor San Diegohttps://greatoutdoors.org/sd 

Great Outdoors - SD Events: https://greatoutdoors.org/sd-events 

Tyler Roosden has been the Vice President of Outings for Great Outdoors (GO) California in San Diego since 2018, where he leads the through organizational change and growth to help create an inclusive outdoors space for all. From recruitment to innovative event management, the Great Outdoors organization works to get as may folx into the Great Outdoors as possible, and is a longstanding community organization that has been working to foster LGBTQIA+ outdoors programming for decades.

Great Outdoors is the largest LGBTQA+ outdoor recreation organization in the western United States that is inclusive of everyone regardless of sexual orientation or identity. GO is a registered not-for-profit organization that provides outdoors education and has other chapters in Los Angeles, Palm Springs, Orange County/Long Beach, and Santa Barbara/Ventura. The activities of each chapter are open to members of all the chapters. Originally formed in 1977 as a an outdoor alternative to meeting in bars, GO originally had the motto of “out of the bars and into the stars,” and now they use the motto "Great Friends, Great Times, Great Outdoors." Their activities cover all the beautiful and unique locations of Southern California beyond; from beaches, local mountains, High Sierras and deserts to lakes and rivers and more.

Great Outdoors San Diego Chapter Land Acknowledgement Statement
Great Outdoors San Diego and our members often enjoy ourselves outdoors on the ancestral homelands of the Kumeyaay tribe and other Native Nations who inhabited southern CA for over 12,000 years. These Native lands were stolen through broken treaties like the treaty of Santa Ysabel and the clearing of villages for the Panama-California Exposition. We recognize the history of these historic injustices and strive to honor these Native cultures and traditions rooted in these lands.


