Secretary Speaker Series
A Coast for All: 50 Years of Coastal Stewardship
Date/Time: Wednesday, February 26, 2026; from noon to 1 p.m.
Rehearsal: Tuesday, February 25, 2025; from 1 – 1:30 p.m.

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Celebrate BLACK HISTORY MONTH with the Natural Resources Agency https://resources.ca.gov/blackhistorymonth 

Celebrate WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH with the Natural Resources Agency  https://resources.ca.gov/womenshistorymonth 
Panelists: 
Kate Huckelbridge, executive director of the California Coastal Commission: https://www.coastal.ca.gov/
Dr. Kate Huckelbridge was appointed to serve as the Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission in 2023. Before this appointment, Dr. Huckelbridge served as the Commission’s Senior Deputy Director and has worked for the agency since 2009 in a number of different roles, including as a senior environmental scientist and as the Deputy Director over the Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Unit, Transportation Unit, and the North Coast District. She also served as the Tribal Liaison for the Commission.
Born in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, Dr. Huckelbridge completed her undergraduate studies at Northwestern University with an environmental engineering degree. After working briefly as a consultant, she went on to earn a masters and a PhD in environmental engineering at the University of California, Berkeley. Her research focused on water quality dynamics and modeling in managed wetland systems. Since coming to the Commission, she has worked on a wide range of projects related to oil and gas development, power plants, wind energy, wetland and marine habitat restoration and mitigation, mitigation banking, transportation, and more. In addition to her technical work, Dr. Huckelbridge served as one of the Commission’s representatives at the Government Alliance on Race and Equity, which was a two-year state agency training on advancing racial equity in California government. In her spare time, Kate enjoys hiking, kayaking, skiing, and playing and listening to music of all kinds.
Links:
The First Female Director of the California Coastal Commission is Ready for a New Era: https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/southern-california/inside-the-issues/2023/02/10/the-first-female-director-of-the-california-coastal-commission-is-ready-for-a--new-era- 
Update: Sable Sues Coastal Commission After Being Hit with Second Cease-and-Desist Order: https://www.independent.com/2025/02/18/california-coastal-commission-hits-sable-with-second-cease-and-desist-order/ 
In the 50 Year Fight to Save the Coast, They Are the Real McCoys: https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/lopez-in-50-year-fight-to-protect-california-s-coast-they-re-the-real-mccoys-still-at-it-in-their-80s/ar-AA1WlxQn?ocid=BingNewsSerp 
Coastal Commission Approves Consent Order: https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2026/feb/4/coastal-commission-approves-sweeping-consent-agree/ 
Amy Hutzel, executive officer of the California State Coastal Conservancy: scc.ca.gov
[bookmark: _Hlk204843896]Amy Hutzel is Executive Officer at the State Coastal Conservancy, which works to protect and restore habitats, increase public access and recreation, and plan and implement nature-based climate change adaptation along the California Coast, in coastal watersheds, and in the San Francisco Bay Area. The Conservancy’s approximately 80 staff develop and manage state grant programs and have undertaken thousands of projects with state funding. Prior to being appointed EO in 2021, she served as the Conservancy’s Deputy Executive Officer and as the San Francisco Bay Area Program Manager. She has served on multiple boards, including the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture, the San Francisco Estuary Partnership, Resilient by Design, Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority, and Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy. She has a bachelor’s degree in urban and environmental planning from the University of Virginia. She worked as an educator at the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge and at Save The Bay prior to joining the Conservancy. 
Links:
Santa Ana River Trail extends 3.8 miles with new segment in Inland Empire: https://abc7.com/post/santa-ana-river-trail-extends-38-miles-new-segment-inland-empire/18592945/ 
Esselen Tribe reclaims 1,720 acres in $8.6M state-funded deal: https://tribalbusinessnews.com/sections/real-estate/15253-esselen-tribe-reclaims-1-720-acres-in-8-6m-state-funded-deal 
With Trump’s War on DEI, Local Environmental Organizations Rethink Diversity Commitments: https://baynature.org/2025/02/27/conservation/environmental-justice/with-trumps-war-on-dei-local-environmental-organizations-rethink-diversity-commitments/  
https://www.pbssocal.org/shows/coastal-california
Susan Jordan, founder and executive director of the California Coastal Protection Network: www.coastaladvocates.com
Susan Jordan founded the California Coastal Protection Network (CCPN), a 501c3 non-profit, in 1999. In contrast to other major environmental organizations, Jordan structured CCPN to function as a nimble strategic consulting and advocacy organization that partners with communities and NGOs statewide to ensure coastal access and other critical statutory requirements of the landmark California Coastal Act are upheld.
Over the last 30 years, Jordan has established a strong track record for defeating large scale precedent setting projects that pose significant adverse impacts to communities and the coastal zone environment. These include, but are not limited to, the San Onofre Toll Road in Orange County, the Hearst Ranch Resort Development in San Luis Obispo County, the BHP Billiton Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Terminal off Los Angeles and Ventura Counties, the PXP Offshore Oil Drilling Project off Santa Barbara and the Brookfield-Poseidon Huntington Beach Seawater Desalination Plant in Orange County.
In addition to her work on individual projects, Jordan is known for her expertise on a wide range of coastal issues including equitable public access, climate change adaptation, affordable housing, low-cost overnight accommodations and cannabis cultivation in the coastal zone. 
Jordan is a former partner in the corporate research and consulting firm of Dresner-Sykes, Jordan and Townsend and holds a Master of Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania and a Bachelor of Arts from the State University of New York at Buffalo.
Links: 
Column: She’s fighting for the California coast from a tiny office in her kitchen nook: https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-lopez-kitchen-20160809-snap-story.html 

What won’t Hollister Ranch residents do to keep us off ‘their’ beach?: 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-01-29/column-what-wont-hollister-ranch 
California Coastal Commission rejects plan for Poseidon desalination plant: https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2022-05-12/poseidon-desalination-project 
Explore the Coast: https://scc.ca.gov/grants/explore-the-coast-grants/ 
Coastal Stories Grant Program: https://scc.ca.gov/coastal-stories-grant-program/ 
Susan Jordan, founder and executive director of the California Coastal Protection Network: www.coastaladvocates.com
Susan Jordan founded the California Coastal Protection Network (CCPN), a 501c3 non-profit, in 1999. In contrast to other major environmental organizations, Jordan structured CCPN to function as a nimble strategic consulting and advocacy organization that partners with communities and NGOs statewide to ensure coastal access and other critical statutory requirements of the landmark California Coastal Act are upheld.
Over the last 30 years, Jordan has established a strong track record for defeating large scale precedent setting projects that pose significant adverse impacts to communities and the coastal zone environment. These include, but are not limited to, the San Onofre Toll Road in Orange County, the Hearst Ranch Resort Development in San Luis Obispo County, the BHP Billiton Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Terminal off Los Angeles and Ventura Counties, the PXP Offshore Oil Drilling Project off Santa Barbara and the Brookfield-Poseidon Huntington Beach Seawater Desalination Plant in Orange County.
In addition to her work on individual projects, Jordan is known for her expertise on a wide range of coastal issues including equitable public access, climate change adaptation, affordable housing, low-cost overnight accommodations and cannabis cultivation in the coastal zone. 
Jordan is a former partner in the corporate research and consulting firm of Dresner-Sykes, Jordan and Townsend and holds a Master of Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania and a Bachelor of Arts from the State University of New York at Buffalo.
Links: 
Column: She’s fighting for the California coast from a tiny office in her kitchen nook: https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-lopez-kitchen-20160809-snap-story.html 
What won’t Hollister Ranch residents do to keep us off ‘their’ beach?: https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-lopez-kitchen-20160809-snap-story.html 
California Coastal Commission rejects plan for Poseidon desalination plant: https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2022-05-12/poseidon-desalination-project 
Patrick Barnard, research director of the Center for Coastal Climate Resilience at the University of California at Santa Cruz: https://climateresilience.ucsc.edu/profile/patrick-barnard/
Dr. Patrick Barnard is the Research Director of the Center for Coastal Climate Resilience at the University of California, Santa Cruz. His research focuses on hazards, climate adaptation, resilience, and environmental justice for coastal communities across the United States and beyond. He has served on numerous regional, national, and international scientific review panels related to climate change and coastal hazards, including within the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, and has advised members of the U.S. Congress and Cabinet, as well as state and local government representatives.
Links:
Facing the storm: UC Santa Cruz researchers model a new line of coastal defense - https://news.ucsc.edu/2025/05/facing-the-storm-uc-santa-cruz-researchers-model-a-new-line-of-coastal-defense/ 
Coastal flooding in the Bay Area: New research illuminates strategies for adaptation: https://phys.org/news/2025-10-coastal-bay-area-illuminates-strategies.html 
KNEE DEEP TIMES: New study teases out seawall impacts: https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/01/13/knee-deep-times-new-study-teases-out-seawall-impacts/ 
Marce Gutiérrez-Graudiņš (Mar-say’ Gu-tee-air’-ez Graau’-dinch), founder of Azul and vice chair of the governing board of the California State Coastal Conservancy: 
https://azul.org/en/team/marce-gutierrez-graudins/
https://azul.org/ 
Marce Gutiérrez-Graudiņš is an award-winning global ocean justice leader committed to reimagining power, policy and leadership in climate justice.
Marce is the founder of Azul, the first U.S. organization dedicated to elevating Latinx voices in ocean justice. Through her work with Azul, Marce has led campaigns with community and for community building power and securing victories at all levels of government and policy. Azul leads the field as an innovative movement and global network of Latine leaders committed to galvanizing the climate justice field to boldly push for policies that serve the people. 
Marce’s work has helped activate Latinos throughout the Americas to protect the ocean and coasts and led to a track record of transformative advocacy and policy victories; including a landmark victory against Poseidon’s $1.4 billion desalination plant proposal in Huntington Beach, securing statewide bans on shark fins sales and single-use plastics and the Biden-Harris White House incorporating ocean justice into its first-ever federal policy priorities to advance environmental justice.
Marce’s commitment to environmental justice comes from the trenches of lived experiences, witnessing first-hand the need to transform business as usual in the commercial fishing industry to ensure the health and safety of the ocean that sustains us and of the people in proximity to environmental injustices in their coastal and inland communities. 
A native of Tijuana, Mexico; Marce now makes the California coast home with her family.
Conservation policy must include more diverse voices: https://calmatters.org/environment/2021/05/conservation-policy-must-include-more-diverse-voices/  
A global treaty to curb plastic pollution failed. An ocean conservation expert outlines next steps: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/plastic-treaty-failed-expert-next-steps-gutierrez-graudins-rcna184945  
Why NOAA Matters: Coastal Voices Speak Out: https://www.surfrider.org/news/why-noaa-matters-coastal-voices-speak-out  
Patrick Barnard, research director of the Center for Coastal Climate Resilience at the University of California at Santa Cruz: https://climateresilience.ucsc.edu/profile/patrick-barnard/
Dr. Patrick Barnard is the Research Director of the Center for Coastal Climate Resilience at the University of California, Santa Cruz. His research focuses on hazards, climate adaptation, resilience, and environmental justice for coastal communities across the United States and beyond. He has served on numerous regional, national, and international scientific review panels related to climate change and coastal hazards, including within the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, and has advised members of the U.S. Congress and Cabinet, as well as state and local government representatives.
Links:
Facing the storm: UC Santa Cruz researchers model a new line of coastal defense: https://news.ucsc.edu/2025/05/facing-the-storm-uc-santa-cruz-researchers-model-a-new-line-of-coastal-defense/  
Coastal flooding in the Bay Area: New research illuminates strategies for adaptation: https://phys.org/news/2025-10-coastal-bay-area-illuminates-strategies.html  
KNEE DEEP TIMES: New study teases out seawall impacts: https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/01/13/knee-deep-times-new-study-teases-out-seawall-impacts/  
California Against the Sea by Rosanna Xia: https://www.heydaybooks.com/catalog/california-against-the-sea/ 
