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S E C R E T A R Y S P E A K E R S E R I E S 

Beyond
Polarization: 

T H E U N L I K E L Y S T O R Y O F 
C A L I F O R N I A ’ S M A R I N E 
P R O T E C T E D A R E A S 

AUGUST 12 I 12:30-1:45 PM 

Join us for a candid conversation about the genesis of 
California’s Marine Protected Areas, our world-renowned 
network of 124 underwater nature preserves. We will 
explore the extraordinary story of how leaders 
transcended decades of conflict to establish this global 
model of ocean conservation. In today’s polarized 
political climate, with “winner takes all” fighting on 
environmental issues, insights gleaned from this 
remarkable story are more important than ever. 

SPEAKERS: 

MEG CALDWELL: 

Deputy Director, Oceans, Packard Foundation’s Conservation 
and Science program 

MEGAN VAN PELT 

Executive Director of the Resighini Rancheria / North Regional Tribal 
Representative on the MPA Statewide Leadership Team 

STEVEN YAFFEE 

Author of Beyond Polarization, Public Process and the Unlikely Story of California's 
Marine Protected Areas and Professor at the University of Michigan 

Photo by: Kyle McBurnie 

This event will be live streamed on the Natural Resources YouTube account: 
tinyurl.com/CAResourcesYouTube 


