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Executive Summary  

The California Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Act) was passed into law in 1972 to preserve designated 

rivers or river segments that are free-flowing and possess extraordinary wildlife, fishery, scenic, or 

recreational values. Assembly Bill No. 142 (AB 142), signed into law on October 9, 2015, requires the 

Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) to evaluate five segments of the North 

Fork Mokelumne River and Mokelumne River for inclusion in the California Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System (System). Segments A ï E possess extraordinary recreational values; Segments A, B, and C1 

possess extraordinary scenic values. The segments were classified under the Act as wild, scenic, or 

recreational, which reflect existing level of development, not extraordinary resource values:  

Á Segment A1: North Fork Mokelumne River from 0.50 mile downstream of the Salt Springs Dam to 

Bear Creek confluence (Recreational); Segment A2: Bear Creek confluence to 0.50 mile upstream 

of the Tiger Creek Powerhouse (Wild ). 

Á Segment B: North Fork Mokelumne River from 1,000 feet downstream of the Tiger Creek Afterbay 

Dam to State Highway Route 26 (Wild ). 

Á Segment C1: North Fork Mokelumne River from 400 feet downstream of the small reregulating 

dam at the outlet of the West Point Powerhouse to the southern boundary of Section 12, T6N R12E 

(Wild ); Segment C2: Section 12 boundary to confluence of the North and Middle Forks Mokelumne 

River (Recreational). 

Á Segment D: Main stem Mokelumne River from the confluence of the North and Middle Forks to 

300 feet upstream of the Electra Powerhouse (Scenic). 

Á Segment E: Main stem Mokelumne River from 300 feet downstream of the small reregulating dam 

downstream of the Electra Powerhouse to the Pardee Reservoir flood surcharge pool at 580 feet 

elevation above mean sea level (Recreational). 

Existing water uses, water rights, and land uses generally would not be affected by designation, except 

special conditions may apply to timber harvesting within 200 feet of designated segments. PG&E 

facilities, operations, maintenance, and repair would not be affected by designation. Any new dams on 

the designated segments or dams impounding water on designated segments would be precluded. 

Potential future local water projects are conceptual and cannot be considered ñfeasibleò at this time. 

With respect to future new water rights, the Mokelumne River is a fully appropriated stream from March 

1 to November 30, which is a limitation on future water development. Future local water projects would 

need to meet prevailing environmental laws and with river designation, would also need to be designed 

to avoid adverse effects on the free-flowing condition and natural character of designated segments, 

particularly on the extraordinary scenic and recreational values for which the segments were designated.  

This study recommends including the segments listed above into the System with special provisions to 

protect existing water rights application 5647X03 and future local water development projects designed 

to avoid adverse effects on the free-flowing condition and natural character of designated segments, as 

well as on the extraordinary scenic and recreational values for which the segments would be designated.  
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AB 142 Assembly Bill No. 142  

Act California Wild and Scenic Rivers Act  

ACWA Alpine County Water Agency  

AFY acre-feet per year  

AN Above Normal  

ARSA Amador Regional Sanitation Authority  

AWA Amador Water Agency  

BLM U.S. Bureau of Land Management  

BN Below Normal  

CAWP Central Amador Water Project  

CCWD  Calaveras County Water District  

CD Critically Dry  

CDBW California Department of Boating and Waterways  
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CDFFP California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection  

CDFG California Department of Fish and Game 

CDFW California Department of Fish and Wildlife  

cfs cubic feet per second  

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database  

CNRA California Natural Resources Agency  

CPUD Calaveras Public Utility District  

CRB 

CWC 

California Research Bureau 

California Water Comission 

DWR California Department of Water Resources  

EBMUD East Bay Municipal Utility District  

ERC Ecological Resources Committee  

FERC Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

FPA Federal Power Act  

IRWM Integrated Regional Water Management  

IRWMP Integrated Regional Water Management Plan  

JPA Joint Powers Authority  

JVID Jackson Valley Irrigation District  

MAC Mokelumne-Amador-Calaveras  

MOCASIM Mokelumne Calaveras Simulations Model  
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MokeWISE Mokelumne Watershed Interregional Sustainability 

Evaluation  

MRWPA Mokelumne River Water and Power Authority  

MW megawatt  

National Act National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act  

NHI Natural Heritage Institute  

NSJWCD North San Joaquin Water Conservation District  

OHV Off-highway vehicle  

PG&E Pacific Gas and Electric Company  

PRC Public Resources Code  

RFI Request for Information  

Secretary Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency  

SEMP Stream Ecology Monitoring Program  

SFA State Filed Application  

SMS Scenery Management System  

SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board  

System (or State 

System) 

California Wild and Scenic Rivers System  

UMRWA Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority  

USFS U.S. Forest Service  

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

UWMP Urban Water Management Plan  

VSPUD Valley Springs Public Utility District  

WARMF Watershed Analysis and Risk Management Framework  

WID Woodbridge Irrigation District  
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