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California To Celebrate First Annual “Thank You Ocean Day” Friday, June 8

Sacramento — California will celebrate its first annual “Thank You Ocean Day” Friday, June 8
to coincide with the internationally-recognized “World Ocean Day.” Thank You Ocean Day is
designed to encourage public involvement and provide information about how to help protect
Pacific Ocean health and resources.

“Thank You Ocean Day recognizes the role that all Californians play in protecting our precious
ocean resources,” said Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman.

To celebrate Thank You Ocean Day, a variety of events are scheduled around the state, from
concerts and films to lectures and educational events. Many of California’s aquariums will
offer reduced rates or free entrance and special programs. A list is attached.

People are encouraged to use Thank You Ocean Day as an opportunity to make a difference in
ocean health by participating in a beach cleanup, writing lawmakers about ocean protection, or
recycling.

The Thank You Ocean campaign is coordinated by the California Resources Agency and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and is supported by the California
Ocean Communicators Alliance, a network of more than 150 ocean-related organizations,
agencies and businesses in the state who communicate ocean protection messages to millions
of Californians. It strives to instill a sense of personal connection and responsibility to
California’s ocean and coast through educational outreach.

Recent environmental studies have brought deteriorating ocean health to the attention of the
public. California’s Ocean Action Plan, released by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2004,
specifically called on California to launch an ocean and coastal stewardship campaign to
increase awareness about ocean issues. Similarly, the U.S. Ocean Action Plan calls for
increased public awareness, a national priority for NOAA and for the National Marine
Sanctuary Program.
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Baldwin Hills Conservancy « California Bay-Delta Authority « California Coastal Commission « California Coastal Conservancy - California Conservation Corps « California Tahoe Conservancy
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy * Colorado River Board of California + Delta Protection Commission * Department of Boating & Waterways + Department of Conservation
Department of Fish & Game + Department of Forestry & Fire Frotection » Department of Parks & Recreation « Department of Water Resources » Energy Resources, Conservation & Development Commission
MNative American Heritage Commission - 5an Diego River Conservancy « 5an Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission

San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers & Mountains Conservancy « San Joaquin River Conservancy

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy = Sierra Nevada Conservancy - State Lands Commission - Wildlife Conservation Board
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As a result, Secretary Chrisman and U.S. Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, launched a Thank You
Ocean campaign in September 2006. Gov. Schwarzenegger proclaimed June 8 Thank You
Ocean Day in May 2007.

To learn more about the Thank You Ocean campaign, visit www.thankyouocean.org.

-30-

Attached: Governor’s Proclamation, Thank You Ocean Day events list
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