
RIVER 
PARKWAYS

Grant Application Workshop



River Parkways
$7 million available 
(Estimate)

Funding by:
• Proposition 68
• One time funding 

cycle

Who can apply?

• Qualified California 
Nonprofit 
Organizations 

• Public Agencies 
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OVERVIEW – THIS & THAT

Small dollars, BIG INTEREST....

Status other programs….

• EEM - $6.7M, Transportation, Annual
• Urban Greening - $24.7M, California Climate Investments, Round 2
• Urban Greening - California Climate Investments, Round 3
• Urban Green Infrastructure - Prop 68
• California Community & Natural Resource - Prop 68
• Trails - Prop 68
• Stormwater - Prop 68



Be on the watch………. Proposition 3



Other Funding Opportunities

http://resources.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/Final-
Agency-Grants-and-Loans-as-of-July-
2018.pdf

http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Final-Agency-Grants-and-Loans-as-of-July-2018.pdf


Consider before you apply

•Reimbursement Program

•Project Readiness (permits, site control, etc.)

•Organizational capacity

•Community outreach/partners



Statutory Requirements
Projects must involve natural creeks, 
streams and/or rivers, even if they flow 
only during the rainy season, or 
channelized or culverted creeks, streams 
and/or rivers. 

Acquisition OR Development



Statutory Requirements - Public Access

Rancho 
Simi 
Recreation 
& Park 
District
Arroyo Simi 
Greenway 
Project



Statutory Requirements 
(Must meet at least two)

•Recreation
•Habitat
•Flood Management 
•Conversion to River Parkways 
•Conservation and Interpretive 

Enhancement 



Recreation

City of 
Santee
Mast Park 
West Trail 
Project



Habitat

Amargosa
Conservancy
Amargosa
Wild and 
Scenic River 
Trail



Flood Management

Sonoma 
County 
Water 
Agency
Laguna de 
Santa Rosa 
Channel 
Restoration



Conversion to a River Parkway

Big Sur 
Land Trust
Carr Lake 
Basin, 
Salinas: 
Ikeda 
property 
acquisition



Conservation and Interpretive Enhancement 

San Diego 
County 
Parks & 
Recreation
Tijuana 
River Valley 
Park 
Interpretive 
Trail Loop



Ineligible Project Examples
• No connection to river, creek, or stream

• Acquisitions above FMV or with no willing seller

• Combined acquisition/development projects

• Development projects contingent on future acquisition

• Mitigation projects

• Applications that include more than one project



Funding Priorities

•Leveraged funding (20% if not DAC)

•Water conservation

•California Conservation Corps

•Severely Disadvantaged Communities



Disadvantaged Communities

•Disadvantaged: Median Household Income 

less than 80% state average

•Severely Disadvantaged: Median Household 

Income less than 60% state average



Two-Step Application Process

1.Concept Proposal (required)

2.Full Application (invitation only)



Competitive Concept Process

•Statutory requirements
•Project readiness
•Community/partnership 
engagement



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review

•Create user account (new users only)
•Select RFP, Phase 1
•Fill out information and upload attachments
•Submit



SOAR 
System for Online Application Review

COMPATIBLE NOT COMPATIBLE



Concept Proposal
MUST BE SUBMITTED IN SOAR BY 
5PM ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2018
•Clearly describe project deliverables

•Complete questions directly in SOAR

•Attachments



Attachments

•Cost Estimate
•Site Plan



Cost Estimate/
Land Acquisition Form

•Show project components and funding 
sources

•Project enough detail demonstrating due 
diligence







Ineligible Costs

•Indirect/Overhead Costs

•Active Recreation

•Technology

•Maintenance



Site Plan



Full Application- by invitation only
•Filled out in SOAR

•Application Form

•Project Summary

•Project Data

•Project Evaluation Questions

•Uploaded to SOAR

•Required Supporting Documents/Attachments



Application Form



Project Summary/Data



Evaluation Questions
•Project Requirement and Statutory Conditions
•Support and Collaboration
•Public Access and Location
•Organizational Capacity
•Project Readiness
•Multiple Benefits
•Other Sources of Funds



Project Requirement and Statutory Conditions

City of Folsom
Lake Natoma Waterfront and Trail Access Enhancement Project



Support and Collaboration

Inyo 
County 
Owens 
River 
Water Trail



Public Access and Location

Bear Yuba 
Land Trust
Rice's 
Crossing



Organizational Capacity And Project Readiness

West 
Sacramento
Mill St Pier 
Rehabilitation 
Project



Multiple Benefits

Tahoe City 
Public Utility 
District
Truckee River 
Restoration & 
Access



Required Supporting Documents 
WITH FULL APPLICATION 



Resolution

•ALL certifications

•Prior to field visit



Environmental Compliance/CEQA

•Notice of Exemption

•Notice of Determination

•Initial Study Checklist

•Initial Study





Evidence serving Disadvantaged or 
Severely Disadvantaged  Communities

•Examples:
•Be located within or near the DAC
•Provide employment or workforce 
development opportunities

•Provide public health and safety benefits







Updated From Concept

•Cost estimate

•Site plan



Property Data Sheet/ APN Map



Site Control
Development Projects

•Clearly defined project area

•Who owns which parcels

•Owner indicated will allow for development 

AND long term maintenance



Does your 
organization own 
the property to 
be developed?

YES
Deed

Any easements?

NO

Proof of ownership 
for current owner 

Evidence will allow 
you to develop 
and maintain

AND



Permissions
Evidence of an agreement between your organization and the 
landowner that authorizes you to access and develop the proposed 
project. 
Examples are:

• Long term lease
• Joint Powers Authority
• Joint Use Agreement
• Easement
• Right of Entry Permit

For application purposes a letter is ok



Operations and Maintenance
Development Projects

•If applicant is providing, indicate so

•If other entity will be responsible, need 

agreement or letter 



Evidence of Willing Seller
Acquisition Projects

All Acquisition project must include signed purchase option OR a 
letter from each landowner indicating… 

•Willing participant in the proposed real property transaction

•Willing to enter into negotiations should funds become available

•Agree to sell the property for a purchase price not to exceed Fair 
Market Value



Final Tips
•Clear
•Concise
•Consistent
•Complete

•Cold Read
•Check out  
the Site

•Call Us



Timeline/Selection Process
Workshops/Technical Assistance Now - September
Concept Proposals Due September 27, 2018 by 5:00pm
Review of Concepts/Invite Back October 2018
Prepare Applications/Technical 
Assistance

Fall/Winter

Full Applications Due January 2019
Review of Applications Winter/Spring 2019
Site Visits Spring 2019
Announce Awards Late Spring 2019



Contact Us
PROGRAM/PROJECT QUESTONS

•(916) 653-2812 
•riverparkways@resources.ca.gov
•http://resources.ca.gov/grants/

SOAR QUESTIONS
•(916)653-6138
•SOAR.ADMIN@resources.ca.gov
•http://soar.resources.ca.gov/

mailto:riverparkways@resources.ca.gov
http://resources.ca.gov/grants/
mailto:SOAR.ADMIN@resources.ca.gov
http://soar.resources.ca.gov/
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