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1     (On the record at 3:03 PM)

2          MR. PATTON:  All right.  We are now on the record.

3 This is Deputy Attorney General Thomas M. Patton speaking.

4 With me in my office is Investigator Michael Matson of the

5 Department of Justice.  It is 3:03 p.m., Friday, September 28,

6 2012, and we're in my office located at 1300 I Street,

7 Sacramento.  We have on the phone -- if you'd introduce

8 yourself and spell your name, sir?

9          MR. STURM:  Sure.  It's Kirk, K-I-R-K, Sturm,

10 S-T-U-R-M.

11          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  And we're calling you at home

12 located in -- you're in what city?

13          MR. STURM:  City or county?

14          MR. PATTON:  Well, give me a city or a county.  I'm

15 not --

16          MR. STURM:  San Luis Obispo County.

17          MR. PATTON:  All right.  San Luis Obispo.  Very good.

18 And we were just talking before we went on the record about

19 your recently received Ph.D. of yesterday.

20          MR. STURM:  Yes.

21          MR. PATTON:  In management.

22          MR. STURM:  Yes, in organiza -- in education

23 leadership.

24          MR. PATTON:  Education leadership.  Okay.

25 Congratulations again.
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1          MR. STURM:  Thank you.

2          MR. PATTON:  Now, I'm going to ask you in a few

3 minutes -- and just -- I've talked with almost everybody now.

4 You're one of the few remaining people I wanted to touch base

5 with.  We've been looking into some discrepancies in financial

6 reports that went to the Department of Finance and to the

7 Controller's office, and as reported in the newspaper, there

8 was a discrepancy in the finance documents of a few million

9 dollars that had occurred for a few years.

10          We're going to ask what, if anything, you knew about

11 that, and I'm going to ask you about -- I have a e-mail that I

12 received from Dorothy Kroll where she had sent you a list of

13 questions during your brief period as Interim Admin Services

14 Director --

15          MR. STURM:  Yes.

16          MR. PATTON:  -- back in November of 2011, so I'm

17 going to go over that e-mail with you in a little bit, see

18 what you recall about this dialogue, and first, I just want to

19 start with a little bit of history about your work.  You spent

20 a long time at the Parks Department, right?

21          MR. STURM:  Yes.

22          MR. PATTON:  So tell me when you started and what

23 capacity and kind of walk me through, you know, the

24 approximate dates and what you've done.

25          MR. STURM:  I started in 1974 as a seasonal employee,
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1 as a seasonal lifeguard.  In 1979, I became a permanent

2 intermittent park ranger.  In 1980 or 1981, I became a state

3 park lifeguard.  I --

4          MR. PATTON:  Permanent full time?

5          MR. STURM:  -- then became a lifeguard until about

6 1996 serving in various capacities.  I became the Chief

7 Lifeguard for the State Parks and went to Sacramento.

8          MR. PATTON:  When was that?  When did you come to

9 Sacramento?

10          MR. STURM:  Gosh, about maybe 1997 or so.

11          MR. PATTON:  Okay.

12          MR. STURM:  And then I went to Hearst Castle in 1998

13 as the number two person, and then a year later, I was Interim

14 Superintendent, which is the highest-ranking, you know,

15 manager on site.

16          MR. PATTON:  For Hearst Castle?

17          MR. STURM:  For Hearst Castle.  Did that for five

18 years, and then in 2003 I went back to Sacramento as a

19 Division Chief.  This is all in Operations Division.

20          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

21          MR. STURM:  And for a year I led half of the state

22 parks, and then for the second year, I led the other half of

23 the state parks and then retired in 2005.  Since then I've --

24 I took some time off while I was going --

25          MR. PATTON:  So you retired in 2005 from the position

Page 4

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY 
877-955-3855



1 of Division Chief?

2          MR. STURM:  Yes.

3          MR. PATTON:  And you were based in Sacramento as

4 Division Chief?

5          MR. STURM:  Yes.

6          MR. PATTON:  And you were in charge of which

7 division?  North or south?

8          MR. STURM:  Actually, for a while there was a central

9 and I was in charge of that, and then they went to two, and I

10 was in charge of north for a while and south for a while.

11          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So you've handled all three.

12          MR. STURM:  Yes.

13          MR. PATTON:  Central, then north, then south.  So

14 you're pretty familiar with Operations.

15          MR. STURM:  Operations, yes.

16          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  2005 you retired?

17          MR. STURM:  Yes.

18          MR. PATTON:  And did you do any retired annuitant

19 work?

20          MR. STURM:  Yes.  I've been a retired annuitant on

21 and off.  I teach at Cal Poly, so it just worked out that when

22 Cal Poly needed me more, I was doing less with the State

23 Parks, and when Cal Poly needed me less, I was doing more with

24 the State Parks, and I've been doing that since then.

25          MR. PATTON:  What do you teach at Cal Poly?
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1          MR. STURM:  I teach a leadership class, I teach a

2 facilities design class, I teach the legal aspects of

3 recreation.

4          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Legal aspects of recreation.

5 You may have to teach me.  I went to law school.  I didn't get

6 that class.  And when you weren't teaching and you were doing

7 retired annuitant work at Parks, what kind of retired

8 annuitant work?

9          MR. STURM:  I was helping with policy development.

10 When they needed something new or needed something reworked, I

11 would -- I would help with policy stuff.  I helped migrate the

12 law enforcement training from the Monterey area down to the

13 San Luis Obispo area, and then I also was on loan a little bit

14 during that time in -- on the Training Section because

15 Training Section, you know, is in Admin Services Division, but

16 eighty percent of the training involved Park Operations, so I

17 was on loan to Admin Division to help with moving this

18 training of the -- of the state park rangers from Monterey to

19 San Luis Obispo.

20          MR. PATTON:  When you did this retired annuitant work

21 for Parks after your retirement, were you physically up in

22 Sacramento or were you doing it remotely from San Luis Obispo?

23 Or both?

24          MR. STURM:  I would do both.  Whatever needed to be

25 done.  I would spend time in Sacramento if that was the task
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1 that needed to be done, I have spent time in Monterey if

2 that's what needed to be done.

3          MR. PATTON:  Okay.

4          MR. STURM:  Or just wherever I needed to go.

5          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So you were in both locations.

6 Now -- so you did that and you were consistently doing some RA

7 work year after year until -- and I want to get to your -- you

8 were appointed on an interim basis to take over Admin

9 Services?

10          MR. STURM:  Yes, in early October of 2011.

11          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So that year you had been doing

12 the same kind of thing, doing some RA work, training, policy,

13 whatnot, helping Admin Services.  Is that a correct statement?

14          MR. STURM:  Yeah, but helping -- before being

15 appointed, helping Admin Services was limited to the training

16 portion of Admin Services.

17          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So 2007 you were helping out with

18 training issues, and then in October of 2011, they designated

19 you Interim Admin Services Director?

20          MR. STURM:  Correct.

21          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  And who appointed you to that?

22          MR. STURM:  Director Ruth Coleman.

23          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  And were you comfortable taking

24 on that position?

25          MR. STURM:  Yes.
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1          MR. PATTON:  Because that sounds like now you're in

2 charge of the whole ball of wax of Admin Services including --

3          MR. STURM:  Given -- given my role -- my role had two

4 components.  One is to start the facilitation of

5 organizational change within the division, and two was to find

6 a long-term replacement as quick as I could.  Obviously I

7 didn't pick the person, but in terms of advertising that and

8 helping to do the interviews, et cetera.

9          MR. PATTON:  Right.  All right.  And the one thing in

10 particular substantively you say was you were supposed to

11 develop some kind of a plan for organizational change?

12          MR. STURM:  Yes.

13          MR. PATTON:  What kind of organiza -- this was at I

14 assume Director Coleman's request?

15          MR. STURM:  Yes.

16          MR. PATTON:  What kind of organizational change was

17 she thinking about or did she -- what was behind that?  What

18 was the purpose envisioned?

19          MR. STURM:  There was no -- there was no agenda or no

20 direction, just wherever Admin Services Division was, help it

21 to communicate better, make better decisions, adopt a

22 continuous improvement ethic.  You know, just general

23 organizational change kind of concepts.

24          MR. PATTON:  For the Admin Services Division?

25          MR. STURM:  Correct.
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1          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  Not for the whole department?

2          MR. STURM:  Oh, no.

3          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So you've gotten a couple of

4 charges:  Think about organizational change in Admin Services

5 and help facilitate recruitment for new a Admin Services

6 Deputy Director?

7          MR. STURM:  Correct.

8          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Now, do you recall Dorothy

9 providing you this e-mail -- I'm looking at an e-mail dated

10 November 20, 2011 that she sent with a one-page Word

11 attachment which is A List of Twenty-three Questions That Need

12 Answers, that's the title of it, (Mostly From Budget Office)

13 in parentheses, and she sent it from a personal e-mail,

14

15          MR. STURM:  Okay.

16          MR. PATTON:  Tell me what you can recall about

17 Dorothy and her list of questions in this e-mail.

18          MR. STURM:  I don't -- I don't recall the e-mail

19 specifically.

20          MR. PATTON:  Okay.

21          MR. STURM:  I couldn't tell you what any of the

22 twenty things are specifically or even conceptually.

23 That's -- that's it.  I mean, it -- it occurred -- I received

24 it and I couldn't tell you what was on it.

25          MR. PATTON:  So you didn't look at it?
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1          MR. STURM:  Well, no, I could have looked at it.

2          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

3          MR. STURM:  I'm just not sure what was on it.  I just

4 don't have the recall to say what were the twenty things that

5 were on that and what did I do.

6          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  Well, an Aaron Robertson who came

7 on board, he was the one recruited then -- successfully

8 recruited as the new Admin Services Director.

9          MR. STURM:  Right.

10          MR. PATTON:  He came in in January of this year,

11 right?

12          MR. STURM:  Yes.

13          MR. PATTON:  And he says that so he received that

14 list of questions from you.  You remember giving him the e-

15 mail and the list?

16          MR. STURM:  No.

17          MR. PATTON:  No.  All right.  So you kind of

18 remember -- you sort of remember an e-mail coming in, but you

19 don't remember anything on the list?

20          MR. STURM:  No.

21          MR. PATTON:  You don't even remember if you really

22 read it?

23          MR. STURM:  Correct.

24          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Huh.  Had you ever heard

25 about a discrepancy in the amount of monies reported by the
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1 department for the State Park & Rec fund, the amount reported

2 to Finance versus the amount reported to -- as the balance in

3 the Controller's report?  You ever hear about there being a

4 discrepancy?

5          MR. STURM:  No.

6          MR. PATTON:  Other than what you've read in the

7 paper?

8          MR. STURM:  No.

9          MR. PATTON:  Huh.  See, No. 19 on her list says, "Why

10 do we, for the State Park Recreation Fund, submit a different

11 amount than what the financial statements indicate,

12 approximately twenty million difference that Manuel knew about

13 but I don't think Dave knows about," and then the next says,

14 "How much is the real fund balance in 0392," which is the

15 State Park & Rec Fund, "and why are we not submitting the real

16 dollar amount on our Fund Condition Statements to DOF?"  None

17 of that rings any bell?

18          MR. STURM:  No.  I -- I don't recall that as -- as

19 triggering anything that was a red flag for me.

20          MR. PATTON:  Huh.

21          MR. STURM:  You know what I'm saying?  I mean --

22          MR. PATTON:  Well, she goes on to say in Item 20,

23 "Why are we not asking DOF for the authority to spend this

24 extra twenty million?  Why can't we use this extra money to

25 keep our parks open?  Isn't it time to come clean with DOF and
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1 save our parks?  This discrepancy has been on the books since

2 Becky Brown was the Budget Officer, and Manuel has full

3 knowledge that this discrepancy exists.  Both he and Becky" --

4 she's -- "both he and, back in the day, Becky felt it was a

5 political decision to not inform DOF of the discrepancy as

6 they felt if DOF knew about it, they would increase our SPRF

7 authority and cut our general fund authority by that amount

8 which then is a net wash of that cash and doesn't help Parks

9 DPR."

10          So -- and then the last sentence, "At this point, our

11 general budget -- fund budget has been cut so badly anyways,

12 why are we not admitting the error and asking to keep our

13 parks open with these dollars?"  When you came in in that

14 interim spot, the department was under -- was facing a real --

15 kind of a dire financial situation, weren't they?

16          MR. STURM:  Yes.

17          MR. PATTON:  So, you know, this -- to me these

18 bullets talking about twenty million in money not disclosed to

19 DOF that might help keep parks open, to me that's just a --

20 that's a headline.

21          MR. STURM:  Tom, I don't dispute that I got the e-

22 mail.  I just can't appreciate the impact of the e-mail at the

23 time.  Did I get the e-mail?  Did I look at it?  Did I do

24 anything with it?  Did I give it to anybody?  Honestly, in

25 retrospect, in terms of knowing the headlines, I can see that
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1 and appreciate it.

2          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

3          MR. STURM:  Would I -- would I have loved to have

4 been able to figure that out at the time and appreciate that

5 and be kind of the White Knight, you know, that -- that says

6 hey, wait a second, something's wrong here?  It just didn't

7 click --

8          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

9          MR. STURM:  -- you know, in terms of me understanding

10 the nuances and the scope of the particulars in Budget.  I

11 didn't know that there was even a report that went to the

12 legislature on that.  You know what I'm saying?

13          MR. PATTON:  Yeah, you weren't the budget guy.  You'd

14 never prepare budget documents.

15          MR. STURM:  Right.  I was on the Operations side

16 so --

17          MR. PATTON:  Right.

18          MR. STURM:  -- you know, I just didn't appreciate

19 what that was saying because again in retrospect, I understand

20 now after seeing what's in the paper and stuff what that was

21 but, you know, there were -- there were hundreds of other data

22 points that were coming at me --

23          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

24          MR. STURM:  -- you know and --

25          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.  You were only there a couple
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1 months.

2          MR. STURM:  Right.

3          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

4          MR. STURM:  Right.

5          MR. PATTON:  So the fur was flying, things are coming

6 from all over.

7          MR. STURM:  Right.

8          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Well, no, I mean, I

9 appreciate what you're saying.  I was a little -- you know, I

10 was a little bit -- when we first talked, I was setting this

11 up and you were telling me I've never heard of any of this,

12 I'm sort of like wait a minute, I've been given a memo -- I

13 didn't tell you at the time.  I'm thinking wait, I've been

14 given a memo and it's in black and white.  Yeah.

15          MR. STURM:  Right.  Well, again, if you were to ask

16 me, you know -- like it must say -- you didn't say anything,

17 Kirk, did you know about it?  Nope, I didn't know about it

18 because I just didn't appreciate that, and out of all the

19 hundreds of data points, that didn't ring a bell any more than

20 the other 199 data points.  You know what I'm saying?

21          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

22          MR. STURM:  And again there is so much data and so

23 much stuff that gets reported on the admin side.  You've got,

24 you know, budgets and personnel and accounting and

25 everything's different, and so that was, you know, layers

Page 14

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY 
877-955-3855



1 below anything I was doing at the conceptual level, so I just

2 didn't have an appreciation for it.

3          MR. PATTON:  Well, let me ask you this because pretty

4 much everything -- and this is -- this is two-thirds of the

5 way down.  It's a one-page twenty-three-item single-spaced

6 list of questions that need answers, Mostly From the Budget

7 Office is the title, and every one of these is a money

8 question, and it's -- you know, it starts off with can I see a

9 final budget report for general fund and SPRF for the current

10 years, support appropriation for last three fiscal years; two,

11 does this negative balance on the final budget report mean

12 funds were left unencumbered or unspent; three, how much is

13 set aside unallocated each fiscal year for unexpected budget

14 reductions; four, what type of unexpected budget reductions

15 happen each year, on and on and on, is there a spread sheet of

16 allocated/unallocated funds for '11-'12.

17          So these are all financial questions, and I get the

18 impression talking with you that you'd never been the finance

19 guy, and so I guess my next question is when you went into

20 that position on an interim basis, who were you relying on to

21 be the finance people?

22          MR. STURM:  The finance people, which would have been

23 the Budget Officer.

24          MR. PATTON:  Who was?

25          MR. STURM:  Was it Elsie?
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1          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.  Elsie Brenneman?

2          MR. STURM:  Yeah.

3          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  So anything Dorothy's asking

4 relating to budgets, is it fair to say, you know, your initial

5 reaction is that's something else she's going to have to

6 answer?

7          MR. STURM:  Right.

8          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Have you talked to -- have

9 you had any conversations with anybody since this story about

10 the undisclosed funds hit the newspapers in July?

11          MR. STURM:  No, but in the same time period that I

12 was the interim in Admin, there was a team that was comprised

13 of Park Operations people and some Admin people and I believe

14 somebody in our Planning section, and there might have been

15 twelve people on that team.  We -- we lovingly referred to

16 them as the Heilbron Team because they met in the Heilbron

17 building which is across the street from the Resources Agency

18 building, and the Heilbron Team was -- they just did like this

19 top to bottom evaluation of finances with the State Parks.

20          MR. PATTON:  Now, tell me again who was on this team?

21          MR. STURM:  It was --

22          MR. PATTON:  All people from Parks or also Resources

23 or where?

24          MR. STURM:  I think it was just the State Parks.

25          MR. PATTON:  And who?  At Parks Ops?
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1          MR. STURM:  Yes, Park -- well, there was maybe

2 about -- well, there might have been three or four people from

3 Park Operations.

4          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

5          MR. STURM:  And Ronny Clark and Scott Nakaji and Nick

6 Franco are three people that I remember from Park Operation,

7 and then you had the Chief of the OHV Division.  Phil Jenkins

8 was on that and then I think Elsie was on that and -- and

9 there were other people.  Oh, there were other people on the

10 team and, you know, they were looking at it from the Park

11 Operations point of view of how do budgets get allocated and

12 where is the money and what's going on and stuff like that,

13 and so you've got, you know --

14          MR. PATTON:  Was Mike Harris part of that?

15          MR. STURM:  No, he wasn't part of that.

16          MR. PATTON:  So Ruth and Mike were not part of it?

17          MR. STURM:  Correct.

18          MR. PATTON:  But the Heilbron Team was Operations,

19 OHV, the Budget Officer, other people looking at the whole

20 budget picture?

21          MR. STURM:  Whole budget picture, and so they just

22 did this pretty exhaustive, you know, top to bottom look, and

23 they didn't come up with this, as you called it, discrepancy

24 in reporting to Finance.  You know what I'm saying?

25          MR. PATTON:  Did they issue any kind of a report?

Page 17

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY 
877-955-3855



1          MR. STURM:  Yeah, but it was more recommendations.

2 More recommenda -- I don't -- they did do a final report.

3          MR. PATTON:  Do you know when?

4          MR. STURM:  I'm going to say it was December because

5 it was -- it was right when -- like early December, mid-

6 December.

7          MR. PATTON:  Of 2011?

8          MR. STURM:  '11, yeah.

9          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  Was it called the Heilbron

10 Report?

11          MR. STURM:  Well, I would -- the Heilbron Team Report

12 on Recommendations.

13          MR. PATTON:  Well, how do you spell Heilbron?

14          MR. STURM:  You know, I'm sorry, I don't know.  I

15 would just spell -- I would just call it H-E-I-L-B-R-O-N.

16 That might be a phonetic spelling of it, but I don't know if

17 that's correct.

18          MR. PATTON:  All right.  I went H-E-I-H-L-B-R-A-U-N.

19          MR. STURM:  Yeah.  Okay.

20          MR. PATTON:  So I threw some half-hearted attempt to

21 give it a German spelling.

22          MR. STURM:  Right.  Right.

23          MR. PATTON:  All right.

24          MR. STURM:  You know, so this -- so this team of, you

25 know, eight to ten of the brightest people and stuff spent
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1 weeks and weeks and weeks looking over the department stuff

2 and, you know, they didn't discover it either.

3          MR. PATTON:  You read that report?

4          MR. STURM:  Yes.  Yes, I was -- they did a briefing

5 on what could be done in relation to park closures and stuff.

6          MR. PATTON:  Who did they brief?

7          MR. STURM:  The Director and the Admin staff and some

8 of the Park Operations superintendents.

9          MR. PATTON:  They did the briefing through this

10 report or they followed it up with a live briefing?

11          MR. STURM:  No, they did the briefing through the

12 report.  I think the report served as the basis for their

13 briefing.

14          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  All right.  Well, we'll have to

15 get ourselves a copy of that report.

16          MR. STURM:  Yes.

17          MR. PATTON:  You still have one?

18          MR. STURM:  No, I don't.

19          MR. PATTON:  All right.  I'll find one.  I appreciate

20 that heads-up.  And then by January when Aaron came in, then

21 you went back to doing what?

22          MR. STURM:  I started annuitant and teaching at Cal

23 Poly.

24          MR. PATTON:  Great.  And that was in January of this

25 year?
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1          MR. STURM:  Yes.  Actually, you know, technically it

2 was at the end of December, you know, like the Tuesday before

3 Christmas or so.  I had finished -- I knew Aaron was coming on

4 board, and so that's when I stopped working.

5          MR. PATTON:  Okay.  All right.  And you have not --

6 you have not had conversations with anybody -- current or

7 former Parks people after the July revelation of this?

8          MR. STURM:  Well, just in general about like look at

9 the news and --

10          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

11          MR. STURM:  You know, that impact -- that impact

12 really negatively affected Park Operations --

13          MR. PATTON:  Right.

14          MR. STURM:  -- you know, and so that -- I was in Park

15 Operations for thirty years, you know, and --

16          MR. PATTON:  Right.

17          MR. STURM:  -- And, you know, the budget stuff is

18 always a little bit -- it has to be a little bit, you know,

19 but like how the budget rolls out and stuff, it doesn't just

20 come ready to use, it has to go through this translation, and

21 so it's always a bit of a delay in getting the budget out but,

22 you know, I was always on the end where we -- you know, the

23 budget gets approved, the legislature, governor implements and

24 then, you know, like what is it going to be this year.  I was

25 always on the receiving end of it.
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1          MR. PATTON:  Right.

2          MR. STURM:  So just in terms of how it negatively

3 impact -- and also --

4          MR. PATTON:  And who have you talked to?  Who have

5 you had those conversations with?  Did you talk to the

6 Director Coleman?

7          MR. STURM:  No.

8          MR. PATTON:  No?

9          MR. STURM:  No, not -- not Ruth.

10          MR. PATTON:  Harris?

11          MR. STURM:  No.

12          MR. PATTON:  Who?

13          MR. STURM:  I don't know.  Other superintendents.

14          MR. PATTON:  Like Tony Perez?

15          MR. STURM:  Yeah, I just don't recall specifically.

16 I mean, I just had, you know, just like chitchat, who won the

17 football game, what about this, wow, look at the impact --

18          MR. PATTON:  Right.

19          MR. STURM:  -- that would have had on Parks kind of a

20 thing.

21          MR. PATTON:  So some of the other section managers.

22 Maybe Ted Jackson?

23          MR. STURM:  I don't know.  Maybe.

24          MR. PATTON:  No?  No?

25          MR. STURM:  I mean, I didn't create a list.  It
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1 was -- it was like a conversation like that would be on a par

2 with the weather and football recap kind of stuff --

3          MR. PATTON:  All right.

4          MR. STURM:  -- not something that would be specific

5 where I'd put a note in a planner.

6          MR. PATTON:  Well, more than one conversation.

7 You've talked to a few people?

8          MR. STURM:  Yes.

9          MR. PATTON:  All right.  And you still do.  I mean,

10 are you still doing some RA work?

11          MR. STURM:  Yes.  Yes.

12          MR. PATTON:  So you're still in contact so, I mean,

13 that kind of goes on?

14          MR. STURM:  Yes.

15          MR. PATTON:  All right.  Anybody you've talked to

16 who's said to you yeah, you know, I'd heard there was some

17 money, never understood it, now I see what that was all about?

18          MR. STURM:  No.  Tom, just the opposite.

19          MR. PATTON:  Yeah?

20          MR. STURM:  A situation of gosh, you know, like I got

21 egg on my face because I was telling the city of so and so,

22 you know, that we didn't have any money --

23          MR. PATTON:  Okay.

24          MR. STURM:  -- and that -- you know, what do I tell

25 them now that this money has been discovered, you know.
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1          MR. PATTON:  So everybody you've talked to has been

2 telling you man, this is news to me, what a debacle?

3          MR. STURM:  Correct.

4          MR. PATTON:  All right.

5          MR. STURM:  Correct.

6          MR. PATTON:  All right.

7          MR. STURM:  And the implications of it on the Park

8 Operations side.

9          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.  All right.  Well, very good.

10 We'll be done with this pretty soon, and hopefully we'll be

11 able to help enlighten -- I guess I'll just let you know that

12 our analysis thus far -- and it's been reported that there

13 is -- what was originally reported as being possibly

14 fifty-four million, thirty-four of which was attributable to

15 OHV, they later kind of corrected that to say it's very

16 uncertain that there's any hidden surpluses in OHV.

17          MR. STURM:  Okay.

18          MR. PATTON:  And so that actually -- the

19 subsequent -- and unfortunately, they haven't been very good

20 about consistently correcting that so that they're only

21 talking about twenty million in SPRF.

22          MR. STURM:  Okay.

23          MR. PATTON:  But yeah, there's no indication that

24 there's any extra OHV dollars that have been lying around, but

25 there were some extra dollars in SPRF but -- so the bottom

Page 23

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY 
877-955-3855



1 line is it's much more like twenty million than fifty-four.

2          MR. STURM:  Okay.

3          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.  I just thought it would be fair

4 to let you know that.

5          MR. STURM:  All right.  Well, that's another new data

6 point, you know.

7          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.  Yeah.  So other than that,

8 anything else you want to add to this that we should be aware

9 of?

10          MR. STURM:  Nothing -- nothing that's -- you know,

11 like a hint or a gut reaction or anything like that in terms

12 of anything prior to the revelations and then only about

13 the -- you know, the impacts to our maintenance workers and

14 our lifeguards and our park rangers, you know, without having

15 the money.

16          MR. PATTON:  Did you know -- did you know Ruth

17 Coleman pretty well?

18          MR. STURM:  I -- I don't know that I -- well, I don't

19 know how to answer that.  Did I ever go out to dinner with

20 her?  No.  Did I ever go out to lunch with her?  No.  I was a

21 Division Chief when she was Director and so I interacted with

22 her.

23          MR. PATTON:  Yeah.

24          MR. STURM:  And then, you know, she technically

25 hired me to be the Deputy Director for Admin on an interim
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1   basis to -- you know, to start the continuous improvement

2   model and plan the replacement so --

3            MR. PATTON:  All right.  I'll withdraw the question.

4   All right.  Kirk, I appreciate your time.

5            MR. STURM:  Okay, Tom.  Michael, nice talking to you.

6            MR. MATSON:  You too, Kirk.

7            MR. PATTON:  Okay.  Great.  Great.  Best of luck with

8   your future with this doctorate, Dr. Sturm.

9            MR. STURM:  Thank you.

10            MR. PATTON:  All right.

11            MR. STURM:  Bye-bye.

12            MR. PATTON:  Bye.

13            MR. MATSON:  Bye-bye.

14       (Off the record at 3:33 PM)

15
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