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CCHE – Museum Grant Program 
2015 

$3.9 Million Available (Estimate) 

 

Funded by: 

 Proposition 40 

 Snoopy License Plates 

 



California River 
Parkways 

Grant Program 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Improving the Health of California  

 
One Project at a Time   

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Peck Park Canyon, Los Angeles County San Gabriel River, Los Angeles County 

Los Angeles Area 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


American River, Sacramento County Putah Creek, Yolo County  

Northern Central Valley 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Homer Ranch, Tulare County 

Kern River,  Kern County 

Fahrens Creek,  Merced County 

Central Valley 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Smith River, Del Norte County 

Sacramento River, Siskiyou County 

Mad River, Humboldt County 

Northern California 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Santa Ana River, Orange County 

Hanson Acquisition, San Diego County Santa Ana River, Riverside County 

Southern California 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Pinole Creek, Contra Costa County Codornices Creek, Alameda County 

Uvas Creek, Santa Clara County 

Bay Area 

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


River Parkways  
Grant Program 2015 

$7.6 Million Available (Estimated) 

 

Public Agencies and California Nonprofit Organizations  

 

One time funding cycle 

 

One application per entity 

 

$500,000 award limit  

http://www.resources.ca.gov/


Statutory Requirements  
 

Project Must Meet Two of the Following Conditions  

1. Recreation – Provide compatible recreation opportunities, including 

trails for strollers, hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians along rivers and 
streams 

 

2. Habitat – Protect, improve, or restore riverine or riparian habitat, 

including benefits to wildlife habitat and water quality 

 

3. Flood Management – Maintain or restore the open space 

character of lands along rivers and streams so that they are compatible 
with periodic flooding as part of a flood management plan or project 



Statutory Requirements  
 

Project Must Meet Two of the Following Conditions  

4. Conversion to River Parkways – Convert existing 

developed riverfront land to uses consistent with river parkways 

 

5. Conservation and Interpretive Enhancement -  
Provide facilities to support or interpret river or stream restoration 
or other conservation activities 

 



Interpretive Signs 

Mad River Parkway, Humboldt County Project 



Sustainability & Collaboration 

Does the Project…  
 

 Produce multiple benefits that reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 

 Reduce risks associated with climate change impacts, address 
sea-level rise 
 

 Demonstrate collaboration with local, state, and community 
entities 
 

 Meet ALL requirements pertaining to the drought including 
Executive Order and local restrictions 

 



Brown is the new Green 

Executive 
Order B-29-15 
 
Statewide 
Mandatory 
water 
reduction 



Linda Smith 

Grants Administrator  



Preparing for the Application 

Ensure Project Readiness  

  

 Organizational capacity 

 

 Project partners, Funders and Match 

 

 Grantee designation 

 

 Site control / permits / property restrictions 

 



The Application 

Complete, Concise, and Compelling  
 

 Share the vision 

 

 Demonstrate eligibility 

 

 Check only TWO Statutory Conditions on the application form 

 

 Answer ALL the questions thoroughly 

 

 Provide all required documentation for a complete application 

 

 



 Site Control (Minimum Requirements) 

 

 Willing Seller (Acquisitions) 

 

 CEQA (Minimum Requirements) 

 

 Resolution 

 

 

 

Avoiding Administrative Pitfalls 

 Your best bet in not having an  

 application rejected…… 

 

 Eligibility of Applicant 

 

 Eligibility of Project/Project Components 

 

 Public Access 

 

 Two Statutory Conditions 

 

 

 

 



Accepting Grant Funds 

Minimal Changes to Project Scope   
 

 Changes resulting from CEQA 
 

 Competitive program 

 

 Meet Intent of Application 
 

Changes  to Budget between categories limited 

 
 



Accepting Grant Funds 

  

Project Costs  
 

 Non-construction costs limited to 25% of grant 

 

 Contingency limited to 10% of grant 

 

 No advances / 10% retention until project closeout 

 

 Stringent backup documentation required for payments 



Next Steps 

 Through September 1– Applications Accepted 

 

 Fall 2015 – Administrative Review 

 

 Winter 2015/2016 – Technical Review 

 

 Spring 2016 – Site Visits for Select Applications 

 

 June 30, 2016 – Awards Announced 





Application Package 
    

Critical Elements  

 
 Application Checklist 

 

 Application Package 

 

 “The Project”   

 

 Grant Project vs. Master Parkway  
 

  

   
 

   



Application 
checklist 
 



Cohesion of package  
 

 Project Description 

 Summary Page 

 Evaluation Questions 

 CEQA 

 Site Plan 

 Site Control/Land Tenure Documents 

 Cost Estimate 

 Timeline 

 Please be consistent and use the same terminology for the same 

items throughout the application. 

 

 

Application Package 



Critical Elements of the Application 

“The Project”  
 

 May be part of a larger River Parkway Master Plan, but 
 

 Must have stand-alone benefit 
 

 Must meet program requirements on its own (i.e. two statutory 
conditions) 
 

 Questions should be answered in regards to “The Project” to be 
funded 
 

 Be consistent with what you call “The Project” throughout the 
application 



Jonathan Sampson 

Grants Administrator  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

River Parkways 
Application Form Project Name Estimated Date of Completion:      __________________________

Grant Amount Requested: $_______________________________

Estimated Total Project Cost:     $_____________________

(State Grant and other funds and In-Kind donations)

APPLICANT/SPONSOR (with mailing address) County Nearest City/Town

Project Address (or nearest cross street)

Senate Dist. Assembly Dist. US Congressional Dist.

Applicant's Representative Authorized in Resolution (Signature required at bottom of this page)

Name: Title:

Phone:  Email Address:

Project Manager - Person with day to day responsibility for project (if different from authorized representative)

Name: Title:

Phone:  Email Address:

Longitude

Coordinates Represent:_________________________

Coordinates Determined Using:___________________

Name of River, Stream or Creek:

Public Access

Signed:

Date

Print Name: Print Title:

Designee?  Y   N      If 

yes, attach letter of 

designation from 

authorized representative.

Section A. River Parkways Grant Program

Conservation & Interpretive Enhancement

Flood Management   …………………….

Conversion ……………………………….

Brief Description of Project Latitude

(Summarize major activities to be funded by this RP Grant)

Recreation   ………………………………

Applicant's Authorized Representative as shown in Resolution

Restored:_________________

Habitat   ………………………………….. Project Type:_________________________________

Created:____________________

Application Form

Online application form and instructions available at

http://resources.ca.gov/bonds/apply/GrantsApplication.html

The application form should be completed online and submitted electronically. Print, sign and mail the application form with the

required supporting materials to the Resources Agency (see page iv for mailing address).

I certify that the information contained in this project application, including required attachments, is complete and accurat e.

Check one:

Non-Profit

Local Public Agency

State Agency

Acquired_________________

Two (2) statutory 

conditions 



One-Page 
Project Summary 



 
 This should probably be the last page you create before 

submitting your application 

 

 This is your opportunity to describe your project to us 

 

 History of your area or larger plan is nice, to get perspective, 
but please keep it short 

 

 Focus on those areas of the project that meet the two statutory 
conditions for which you are applying 

 

 Tell us about the items for which you are seeking funding 

 

 

One-Page Summary 



 

 Your project must meet two of the five statutory conditions   
 

 Answer all questions included in the sections for the two statutory 
conditions for which you are seeking eligibility for your project  

 

 Information regarding additional conditions met, can be found in 
Section C.6. Additional Project Characteristics and Multiple Benefits 

 

 If some of the items under a particular condition do not apply to 
your project, please let us know indicating “not applicable” 

 

 Don’t ignore any questions 

 

 

 

Project Evaluation Questions 



Cost Estimate 

One of two base documents showing what your 
project will specifically accomplish and how much 
money it will cost  

 

 Becomes a part of the Grant Agreement as Exhibit A or A1 
 

 Used by Auditors (if your organization is selected for audit) to 
determine if grant funds were utilized in accordance with the 
Grant Agreement and bond statute 
 

 Used by Grants Administrators as a checklist to determine 
project completion and compliance 
 

 Needs to correlate directly with all Payment Requests 
 

 Cannot include indirect costs or overhead costs 

 



Cost Estimate 

Shows “at a glance”  
 

 All Project Funding Sources 
 

 All Project Categories and Tasks 

 Category = “Project Management Costs” and “Construction”, 
etc. 

 Task = “Design”, “Surveying”, “Clearing and Grubbing”, etc. 
 

 All Project Costs 



All Project Costs 

 Show Costs by Type, Unit, Quantity, and Total 
Dollar Amount (Line Item Detail) 

 

 Subtotal per Project Category 

 

 Total Costs per Funding Source 

 

 Grand Total of Project 
 

   

  Do not share line items 

 



Cost Estimate 

A properly constructed cost estimate 
demonstrates project readiness  

 

 Clarity 
 

 Acronyms / industry jargon are not used 
 

 Tasks have been identified  
 

 Tasks have been “priced” 
 

 Appropriate for a grant fund request  
 

A Cost Estimate is not a “shot in the dark” 



Cost Estimate – Example 



 

 The initial cost estimate submitted with the grant 
application is preliminary and may change 

 
 Built-in process for updating the cost estimate 

 
 Any cumulative increase or decrease of more than 

ten percent (10%) from the original budget in the 
amount of a category must be approved  

 
 Contingency Funds to a maximum of 10% of your 

overall grant fund request 

 

But What If… 



 Be sure to use Consistent Terminology throughout your 
application to describe project tasks 
 

 Non-construction costs are capped at 25% of your 
total grant fund request 
 

 List Acknowledgement Signage as a separate line item 
 

 Double Check your Figures 
 

 

IMPORTANT 



Other Sources of Funds 

 Every organization that supplies funding for the 
project should be listed 
 

 This list should also include organizations that 
supply in-kind and/or volunteer work to the 
project 
 

 Document other sources of funding by submitting 
the Award Letter or Letter expressing their intent 
to fund 



CEQA Compliance  
Summary Sheet 



CA Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Things to watch for  
 

 Minimum Requirements with Application 

 Initial Study / CEQA checklist 

 Plan/Timeline for Completion, OR 

 Notice of Exemption, if Applicable 

 

 Clarity 

 Appropriate Exemption 

 Filed with All Applicable Counties 

 EIR 

 Non-Profit Organizations 



Provide Sufficient Detail  
 

 Visualize the Project 

 Locate the Project Components 

 Identify the location and name of the river, creek, or stream 

 

And Remember… 

Be consistent with Summary and Cost Estimate 

 

One more thing… 

Not a big budget? Note a problem (Handwritten 
plans are fine) 

Site Plan – Important Components 







All Acquisition project must include signed 
purchase option OR…a letter from each 
landowner indicating…  

 

 Willing participant in the proposed real property transaction 
 

 Willing to enter into negotiations should funds become 
available 
 

 Agree to sell the property for a purchase price not to exceed 
Fair Market Value 

 

Acquisitions – Willing Sellers 



 

 Do you own the property? 

 

 If not, do you have permission to 
develop your proposed project? 

Site Control / Land Tenure 



Property Data Sheet 



 Copy of the recorded deed / vesting document for 
each parcel associated with your proposed project 
 

 Indicate the APN (Handwritten – okay)  
 

 Each Deed should identify your agency as the owner 
 

 Restrictions on the Property? Let us Know 

 

YES – My Organization Owns the Property 



Deed(s) 



That’s Okay! However…  
 

 You must provide: 

 Copy of the vesting deed(s) 
 

 Evidence of an agreement between your organization and 
the landowner that authorizes you to access and develop the 
proposed project. Examples are: 

 Long term lease 

 Joint Powers Authority 

 Joint Use Agreement 

 Easement 

 Right of Entry Permit 
 

 

NO – My Org. Does Not Own the Property 



Help us identify and Envision Your Project   
 

 Clearly link your maps with the site plan and all deeds and 
agreements, etc. 

 

 Provide a deed and parcel map for all property included in the 
project 

 

 Include County parcel numbers on each deed 

 

 Provide a single map that clearly identifies ALL parcels and 
parcel numbers within your proposed River Parkways Project 

 

MAPS 



Assessor’s Parcel Map 



Annotated Assessor’s Plat Map 



What to provide  
 

 Acquisition of a Conservation Easement: 

 The Stewardship Plan for the project 
 

 If you own or propose to acquire the project area: 

 Plans for operating and maintaining the proposed project 
and how you plan to fund the operations and maintenance 
 

 Is another entity will operate and maintain the 
project: 

 Provide an agreement outlining who will perform the 
operations and maintenance responsibilities 
 

  

Operations & Maintenance Documents 



 CNRA Website (http://resources.ca.gov) 

 Grant Guidelines 

 Technical Workshop Power-Point Presentation 

 Technical Workshop Handouts 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 Resource Agency – Bonds / Grants Unit 

 Grant Administrators 
 

Contact Information 
Email (riverparkways@resources.ca.gov) 

Telephone (916) 653-2812 

Information Resources and Closing 
Comments 

mailto:riverparkways@resources.ca.gov


California River Parkways Grant Program 
Grant Guidelines & Application 

 Guidelines are available to be picked up here 

 

 Or they can be accessed on-line at: 
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/bonds_and_grants/Prop_13_
River_Parkways_2015.pdf 

 

 PDF format 

 

 Other forms will be available on-line at: 
http://resources.ca.gov/bonds_and_grants/river-
parkways/ 

 

 

http://resources.ca.gov/docs/bonds_and_grants/Prop_13_River_Parkways_2015.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/bonds_and_grants/Prop_13_River_Parkways_2015.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/bonds_and_grants/Prop_13_River_Parkways_2015.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/bonds_and_grants/river-parkways/
http://resources.ca.gov/bonds_and_grants/river-parkways/
http://resources.ca.gov/bonds_and_grants/river-parkways/
http://resources.ca.gov/bonds_and_grants/river-parkways/


Open Forum  

 General Questions 
 

One-on-One 

 Committee members available to answer specific project-
related questions 
 

 Agency staff available to answer questions regarding the 
Guidelines and / or any of the material presented 
 

 Time constraints 

Questions and Answers 




