Title 14. Natural Resources
Division 6. Resources Agency
Chapter 3. Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act
Article 12. Special Situations
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§ 15183. Projects Consistent with a Community Plan, General Plan, or Zoning,.
Cpe echic Plan

(a) CEQA mandates that projects Wh}é’l/ are consistent with the development density established
by existing zoning, community plan,'or general plan policies for which an EIR was certified shall
not require additional environmental review, except as might be necessary to examine whether
there are project-specific significant effects which are peculiar to the project or its site. This
streamlines the review of such projects and reduces the need to prepare repetitive environmental
studies.

(b) In approving a project meeting the requirements of this section, a public agency shall limit its
examination of environmental effects to those which the agency determines, in an initial study or
other analysis:

(1) Are peculiar to the project or the parcel on which the project would be located,
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(2) Were not analyzed as significant effects in a prior EIR on the zoning action, general plan)
or community plan with which the project is consistent, -
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(3) Are potentially significant off-site impacts and cumulative impacts Which were not
discussed in the prior EIR prepared for the general plan, community planA or zoning action, or

(4) Are previously identified significant effects which, as a result of substantial new
information which was not known at the time the EIR was certified, are determined to have a
more severe adverse impact than discussed in the prior EIR.

(c) I an impact is not peculiar to the parcel or to the project, has been addressed as a significant
effect in the prior EIR, or can be substantially mitigated by the imposition of uniformly applied

development policies or standards, as contemplated by subdivision (e) below, then an additional
EIR need not be prepared for the project solely on the basis of that impact.

(d) This section shall apply only to projects which meet the following conditions:

(1) The project is consistent with:
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(A) A community planAadopted as part of a general plan,

(B) A zoning action which zoned or designated the parcel on which the project would be
located to accommodate a particular density of development, or

(C) A general plan of a local agency, and

Spec: o Plan,

(2) An EIR was certified by the lead agency for the zoning action, the community plan, 0T the
general plan.

(e) This section shall limit the analysis of only those significant environmental effects for which:

(1) Each public agency with authority to mitigate any of the significant effects on the
environment identified in the EIR on the planning or zoning action undertakes or requires
others to undertake mitigation measures specified in the EIR which the lead agency found to
be feasible, and

(2) The lead agency makes a finding at a public hearing as to whether the feasible mitigation
measures will be undertaken.
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(f) An effect of a project on the environment shall not be’ consldelé’d peculiar to the project or the
parcel for the purposes of this section if uniformly aﬁplled development policies or standards
have been previously adopted by the city or county with a finding!that the development policies
or standards will substantially mitigate that environmental effect when applied to future projects,
unless substantial new information shows that the policies or standﬁ{ds will not substantially
mitigate the environmental effect. The finding shall be based on subshntlal evidence which need
not include an EIR. Such development pOllC es or standards need not appiy throughout the entire
city or county, but can apply only within the g\omng district in which the prOJE‘ems located, or
within the area subject to the community plar}\on which the lead agency is relying."Moreover,
such policies or standards need not be part of the general plan or any community plan; but can be
found within another pertinent planning document such as a zoning ordinance. Where a city or
county, in previously adopting uniformly applied development policies or standards for
imposition on future projects, failed to make a finding as to whether such policies or standards
would substantially mitigate the effects of future projects, the decisionmaking body of the city or
county, prior to approving such a future project pursuant to this section, may hold a public
hearing for the purpose of considering whether, as applied to the project, such standards or
policies would substantially mitigate the effects of the project. Such a public hearing need only
be held if the city or county decides to apply the standards or policies as permitted in this section.
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XXV, RECREATION --

a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC -- Would
the project:
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pedestrian and bicycle paths. and mass transit?
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